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Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

A Note From

LOVE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Blessed Year of Mercy to you!

As we go deeper into the year of Mercy, I have come to appreciate more and more the mercy 
of God ever present in my life in many ways. One of the greatest gifts of mercy is Mother Mary.

In November, I was driving back from Oklahoma City with four other Sisters in the minivan. 
It was dark, very windy and stormy. Soon, I started receiving phone calls from the Sisters in the 
Motherhouse alerting me that there were tornadoes around us. My kind Sisters called me more 
than eight times alerting me and praying for all of us in the car. As I drove, I felt strong winds and 
my arms tightened to keep better control of the car. I started seeing several great lightning strikes 
all around us and huge tumbleweeds rolling all around the highway. 

I remembered at that time that I have a mother to call to for help. I prayed to our Lady for 
the safety for all of us in the car and those traveling around us. Soon, a deep peace came over me, 
a mother is full of detailed care and tender.  A mother notices a child’s need long before the child 
realizes it and she anticipates the child’s needs. As I started thinking about these things, soon the 
wind was calmer and when we arrived home to Prayer Town, I realized that as we drove, the storms 
and tornadoes were leaving our way. The modern technology allows us to trace the storm paths!

My brothers and sisters, Jesus has given us a generous gift in Mary. He said, “Here is your 
mother” to the beloved disciple John, and He says to us, His beloveds, “Here is your mother”. Let 
us thank the Lord together for giving us such a beautiful, loving and tender gift of Mercy.
Let us together join the beloved disciple and invite this most loving gift of mercy into our lives.

Thank you Lord for your merciful and most generous gift!
 “ From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.” (Jn. 19:27)
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Let us contemplate the one who knew 
and loved Jesus like no other creature. 
The Gospel that we heard reveals the 
fundamental way Mary expressed her 
love for Jesus: by doing the will of God. 
“For whoever does the will of My Father 
in Heaven is my brother, my sister, My 
mother.” (Mt. 12:50) With these words 
Jesus leaves us an important message: 
the will of God is the supreme 
law which establishes a true 
belonging to Him. That is 
how Mary established a bond 
of kinship with Jesus even 
before giving birth to Him. 
She becomes both disciple 
and mother to the Son at the 
moment she receives the 
words of the Angel and says: 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; 
let it be done to me according to Your 
word” (Lk 1:38). This “let it be” is not 
only an acceptance, but also a trustful 
openness to the future. This “let it be” 
is hope!

Mary is the Mother of Hope, 
the icon that most fully expresses 
Christian hope. The whole of her life is 
a series of episodes of hope, beginning 
with her “yes” at the moment of the 
Annunciation. Mary did not know how 
she could become a mother, but she 
entrusted herself totally to the mystery 

that was about to be fulfilled, and she 
became the woman of expectation and 
hope. Then we see her in Bethlehem, 
where the One proclaimed to her as the 
Savior of Israel and as Messiah is born 
into poverty. Later, while she was in 
Jerusalem to present Him in the Temple 
amid the joy of the elderly Simeon and 
Anna, a promise is also made that a 

sword will pierce her heart 
and a prophecy  foretells 
that He will be a sign of 
contradiction. She realizes 
that the mission and the very 
identity of the Son surpass 
her own motherhood. We then 
come back to the episode of 
Jesus who is lost in Jerusalem 
and then is called back: 

“Son, why have you treated us so?” (Lk 
2:48), and to Jesus’ reply that takes her 
motherly anxiety and turns to the things 
of the Heavenly Father.

Yet in the face of all these difficulties 
and surprises in God’s plan, the Virgin’s 
hope is never shaken! The woman of 
hope. This tells us that hope is nourished 
by listening, contemplation and patience 
until the time of the Lord is ripe. Again at 
the wedding at Cana, Mary is the mother 
of hope, which makes her attentive and 
solicitous to human affairs. With the start 
of His public ministry, Jesus becomes 

Mary  Mother of Hope in Times of Darkness, 

Difficulty and Discouragement

(Pope Francis’ Address to the Camaldolese Benedictine Nuns)
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the Teacher and the Messiah: Our Lady 
looks upon the mission of the Son 
with exultation but also apprehension, 
because Jesus becomes ever more that 
sign of contradiction foretold by the 
elderly Simeon. At the foot of the Cross, 
she is at once the woman of sorrow and 
of watchful expectation of a mystery 
far greater than sorrow 
which is about to be 
fulfilled. It seemed that 
everything had come 
to an end; every hope 
could be said to have 
been extinguished. She 
too, at that moment, 
remembering the promises of the 
Annunciation could have said: They did 
not come true; I was deceived. But she did 
not say this. And so she who was blessed 
because she believed, sees blossom 
from her faith a new future and awaits 
God’s tomorrow with expectation. At 
times, I think: Do we know how to wait 
for God’s tomorrow? Or do we want it 
today? For her the tomorrow of God is 

the dawn of Easter morning, the dawn of 
the first day of the week. It would do us 
good to think, in contemplation, of the 
embrace of mother and son. The single 
lamp lit at the tomb of Jesus is the hope 
of the mother, which in that moment is 
the hope of all humanity. I ask myself 
and I ask you: Is this lamp still alight 

in monasteries [home]? 
In your monasteries [life] 
are you waiting for God’s 
tomorrow?  

We owe so much 
to this Mother! She is 
present in every moment 
in the history of salvation, 

and in her we see a firm witness of 
hope. She the Mother of Hope sustains 
us in times of darkness, difficulty and 
discouragement, of seeming defeat 
or true human defeat. May Mary, our 
hope, help us make our lives a pleasant 
offering to the Heavenly Father, and a 
joyful gift for our brothers and sisters, 
in an attitude that always looks forward 
to tomorrow.

PRAISE HIM!                                                                                                        January/February 2016

Reprinted with permission from the Institute on Religious Life. For more information visit 
ReligiousLife.com.

Wait for God's 
Tomorrow

"The Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, the beating heart 
of the Gospel, which in its own way must penetrate the heart and mind of every 
person. The Spouse of Christ must pattern her behaviour after the Son of God 
who went out to everyone without exception. In the present day, as the Church 
is charged with the task of the new evangelization, the theme of mercy needs to 
be proposed again and again with new enthusiasm and renewed pastoral action. 
It is absolutely essential for the Church and for the credibility of her message 
that she herself live and testify to mercy."  

Misericordiae Vultus  # 12
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Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee

Lord Jesus Christ, 
You have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,

and have told us that whoever sees You sees Him. 
Show us Your face and we will be saved.

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew 
from being enslaved by money;

the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; 
made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise 

to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us,

 the words that You spoke to the Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, 
of the God who manifests His power above all by forgiveness and mercy: 

let the Church be your visible face in the world, 
its Lord risen and glorified. 

You willed that Your ministers would also be clothed in weakness 
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error:

 let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, 
and forgiven by God.

Send Your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 

and Your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, 
may bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 

and restore sight to the blind.  
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, 

You who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit forever and ever.  
Amen.

© Copyright Pontifical Council for the Promotion of New Evangelization, Vatican State. 
All rights reserved.
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Sr. Gabriel Mary Gaughan
Date of Profession 
March 19, 2006

Her Testimony
I was blessed to 

have grown up in a 
large, devout Catholic 

family. The seed of my religious vocation 
was nurtured by parents who sent me 
to a Catholic elementary school and 
who made sure I attended Mass every 
Sunday. During high school, college, 
and my teaching career, my heart's 
desire was to get married and have a 
large family. However, through many 
different experiences as time went on, I 
slowly realized that God was calling me 
to religious life. I finally surrendered and 
said "yes" to religious life. God led me 
to this Community and here I still am 
today.

Favorite Quote
"Be not afraid, I go before you 

always. Come follow Me and I will give 
you rest." and "With God all things are 
possible."

Most Special Moment
During the Mass when I made my 

perpetual profession of vows of Poverty, 
Chastity and Obedience before my 
family, my religious community and my 

Church community.

Words of Encouragement
Pray, pray, pray. It is very important 

to have daily prayer time and to be 
faithful to keeping that time of prayer 
everyday. I would encourage young 
people who are discerning and/or living 
out their call to find a spiritual director or 
a vocation director who can help guide 
and support them as they discern their 
vocation. Also I would like to encourage 
them to find others in their age group 
who are also discerning their vocation so 
that they can have fellowship with each 
other and encourage each other in their 
vocational journey.

Sr. Christine Marie Liebsch, 
Date of Profession 
December 12, 2009
 
Her Testimony

Three years after 
meeting the Disciples 
while serving with 

NET Ministries, I began discerning my 
vocation.  I argued that religious life 
would be boring, unhealthy, and would 
stifle my gifts.  

Through a Sister’s perfectly-timed 
phone invitation which came in answer 
to my prayer, my life turned upside down 
in 24 hours. I realized religious life was a 

Celebrating Consecrated Life
By your prayer and intercession, you are the advocates of all 
who seek God, who are journeying towards God. You bear 
witness to a hope which...points to the fidelity 
and the loving concern of God. 

Pope Benedict XVI, with priests, religious, 
and seminarians in Austria, 2007
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complete adventure; it would require all 
that I was and my whole self to belong 
to the Lord and serve His people. I felt 
very much at-home, and I knew that the 
Lord was calling me to be His Bride as 
a Disciple.

Favorite Quote
What a man is before God, that he is; 

no more, no less.  (From the Monologues 
of St. Francis by Fr. Solanus Benfatti, 
CFR.)

Most Special Moment
The day of my final profession  of  

vows was the most blessed day in my 
life.  It felt like everything in my life 
had been leading up to and culminating 
in this moment. I gave myself fully to 
Our Lord as I lay on the floor prostrate, 
asking the intercession of the saints, and 
I consecrated my religious life to Our 
Lady in a special way.  As each Sister 
came forward to greet me, I was so filled 
with gratitude for this family of faith 
that the Lord has given me.  The Lord 
had confirmed for me once again the 
greatest truth of my consecration: I am 
my Beloved’s and He is mine.

Sr. Stella Maris Hamann
Date of Profession 
December 12, 2009

Her Testimony
As a young 

child I saw religious 
in habit, and as other 

girls thought of wedding dresses, I 
thought of habits. I saw such beauty and 
wonder. I was drawn to religious sisters. 
When I was 17 I had a radical encounter 

with the Holy Spirit and God's powerful 
love. My response was to seek His will 
for my life. So I asked the Lord to show 
me. As I sought the Lord in prayer, the 
excitement I had as a child about sisters 
was enkindled and I was open to the 
vocation to the consecrated life. After 
discerning different communities I joined 
the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
2006. The main draw to the DLJC was 
our charismatic spirituality and personal 
relationship with God.

Most Special Moment
One is, getting to see Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI at World Youth Day in 
Australia as a novice. Secondly, is when 
I was lying prostrate during the Litany of 
the Saints during my final vows, before 
God, my Community, family and friends.

Words of Encouragement
What comes to mind is the scripture 

which says, "God is faithful," He is the 
one who calls, if it is His will there will 
be grace upon grace. Do not be afraid. 
God wants your happiness.

Sr. Mary Justin Swai
Date of Profession: 
September 19, 2015

Her Testimony
Growing up in 

Tanzania, Africa, I 
felt a call to religious 

life. Since I was still 12 years old, I 
knew I had to wait. I began discerning 
more seriously when I was studying 
at a university. With much prayer and 
the help of spiritual director, the Lord 
made it clear that He was calling me to 

PRAISE HIM!                                                                                                        January/February 2016

(Continued on p.11)



8

Deacons and their Wives Retreat, Amarillo,TX
November 6-8, Sisters 
Joan, Gabriel Mary and 
Ana Chiara gave a retreat 
on the Sanctifying Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. The  86 
attendees were blessed, 
refreshed and renewed in 
their call as deacons and the 
wives of deacons. May the Lord continue to bless them  and their ministries within 
the Church.

Pre-Confirmation Retreat, Garden City, KS
November 15, Sisters Mary Thomas, Marguerite 
Marie and Raphaelle Marie gave the first half 
of a Pre-Confirmation Retreat to 34 wonderful 
young people who were hungry to know of 
God's love and desiring to respond to that love. 
The group came into praise and worship right 

away, entered into the talks and discussions and had many questions for the Sisters.

Growth in the Spirit Seminar, McKinney, TX
November 20-21, Sisters Stella Maris, 
Damiana and Mary Gianna gave a seminar 
for 40 adults from around the McKinney 
area. Local prayer group led the prayer 
meeting and after the Sisters prayed over 
the attendees, the group prayed over them. 

The small group sharings were very fruitful. The main focus was the importance of 
community and being a part of a prayer group.

Pre-Confirmation Retreat, Clovis, NM
November 15, Sisters Regina Marie, 
Raphaelle Marie, Lisa Grace and Sarah 
Rose gave a one-day retreat to 138 young 
people. The zeal and excitement of our 
Novices was contagious.

DLJC News
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Night of Worship, Amarillo TX
December 11, many new people attended the N.O.W. 
Sr. Lucy and our Temporary Professed Sisters led 
praise and worship. Our Novices were the animators 
and Postulants greeted participants. The next N.O.W is 
scheduled for March 13.

New Postulants! Prayer Town, TX
November 26, Thanksgiving Day we celebrated with 
gratitude for Rebecca Hallock and Maura Mayock 
who took the next step in their discernment process 
by becoming Postulants. Maura is from Ferndale, 
Washington and Rebecca is from Seminole, Florida. 

 Ministry to Catholic Students at WT A&M, Canyon, TX
December 18, Sister Marie Fidelis led praise 
and worship and Sister Joan gave a talk 
on Evangelization to those gathered at the 
Catholic Student Center at West Texas A&M. 
Afterwards they joined them for Mass, dinner 
and fellowship. It was so encouraging to see 
so many young people on campus coming to 
know Jesus through the Student Center!

Community Retreat, Prayer Town
December 27-30, the theme for the Sisters' 
retreat was Fraternal Life in Community, 
using the document published in 1994 for 
women and men religious. We were blessed 
to have Fr. Gabriel Garcia, OFM, the pastor at 
Dumas, Texas as our retreat master. Fr. Gabriel 

highlighted salient points from the document and made commentaries based on his 
own understanding and experience of fraternal 
life in community. The retreat included the 
sacraments of reconciliation, anointing of the 
sick, and Mass. The last part was a workshop for 
the Sisters working together as community. Not 
only was the activity enjoyable and fun but also 
a healing experience for some. 
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  Happy 25th Anniversary, Sister Angela!
November 7, was Sr. Angela's 25th Anniversary of vows. Hers 
was an amazing  journey from not knowing God to Catholic, from 
voluteer in New York City and Panama to her final destiny– a 
DLJC. Her brother John and three sisters, Susan, Alyce and Lorelei 

touched everybody as they shared the journey of her family. 
God's ways are amazing!
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become a Franciscan. I came to know 
which community God was calling me 
to join. He connected me with someone 
who translated for the Sisters in their 
mission to Tanzania in the previous year. 
Through her help I was able to contact 
the community and entered in 2007.

Words of Encouragement
I want to encourage those who are 

discerning their call or already living out 
their call to:
• Detach yourselves from your own 

will. It may be difficult because we 
tend to cling to our own will, but with 
God’s help, this is possible.

• Be completely open to God’s will in 
your daily lives and in the future. We 

are at peace when we do His will.
• Immerse yourselves in prayer, seeking 

to know His plan for your lives. This 
may take time but, God does not delay. 
He has a perfect time for everything. 
Persevere in prayer, wait for the Lord, 
and be stouthearted.   “Ask, and it will 
be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.”(Mt. 7: 7)

• Seek the help of a competent spiritual 
director. 

• Go to different sources of information 
like websites and others and make 
an actual visit – convent, seminary 
,etc. in order to properly discern your 
vocation in life. God is pleased when 
we diligently seek His will.

DLJC  44th Anniversary Celebration
January 22, 2016 marked the 44th 

anniversary of the founding of the Disciples of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The celebration was held 
on January 9 to give way to the Catholic Church's 
observation of January 22nd as a day of prayer for 

the "Legal Protection 
of Unborn Children." 
We had a joy-filled celebration as we remember God's 
faithfulness to us over the years. We also had the pleasure 
of hearing the stories of our foundation and the early 
beginnings of the Community retold by our very own 

foundress, Mother John Marie and founding members,  Sisters Philip and Therese. 
Sisters Miriam and Bernadette also 
shared stories of the early years. 
We are most grateful for their 
unconditional "yes" to God. They are 
a testimony of God's fidelity to our 
Community. To God be the glory!

(Continued from p. 7)
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Jesus encountered many people 
throughout Palestine. The Gospels have 
transmitted a record of some of these 
people and have given their names for 
the most part. One prominent detail 
immediately leaps out: these women 
and men are almost always in difficult 
situations or are suffering from sickness, 
from grief, or other painful situations. Or 
worse, they are "sinners"  
people living in moral 
situations in contradiction 
to the requirements of 
Mosaic law and thus not 
according to God's will.

Let us reflect on 
Jesus' encounter with one such sinner: 
Zacchaeus, "a chief tax collector and 
also a wealthy man" (Lk. 19:2). It takes 
place in Jerico, where Zacchaeus is in a 
large crowd waiting for Jesus. Because 
Zacchaeus is short, he climbs a tree along 
the route of the procession to see Jesus 
better. When Jesus reaches it, he looks 
up and says, "Zachaeus, come down 
quickly, for today I must stay at your 
house" (19:5). Overjoyed, Zachaeus 
hurries down and recieves Jesus. But the 
crowd grumbles: "He has gone to stay at 
the house of a sinner" (19:7). 

Just a Sinner? The citizens despised 
Zacchaeus because he was compromised 
by money and power; perhaps they scorn 
him because he is short. Zacchaeus was 

nothing but a "sinner" to them. Jesus, on 
the other hand, went to his house; he left 
the welcoming crowd of admirers and 
visited only Zacchaeus. He was acting 
like the good shepherd who leaves the 
ninty-nine sheep to go find the hundredth 
sheep that is lost. For Jesus, Zacchaeus 
was above all, " a decendant of Abraham" 
(Lk 19:9).

Jesus welcomes those 
who are either outcasts of 
the political system (the 
poor and the oppressed) 
or who are rejected by 
the religious system (pa-
gans, tax collectors and 

prostitutes). People who do not accept 
this kind of action by God exclude 
themselves from salvation.

Seen in this light, the Zacchaeus 
episode seems like the parable of the 
tax collector and the Pharisee actually 
coming to pass: God justifies the 
repentant tax collector and sends the 
Pharisee away empty-handed. Now Jesus 
brings salvation to Zacchaeus' house 
and leaves the arrogant, sanctimonious 
people murmuring outside.

Inside the house, Zacchaeus 
promises: "Half of my possessions, 
Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I 
have extorteded anything from anyone 
I shall repay it four times over" (19:8). 
And Jesus declares that salvation has 

By Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap.

Swept Away by Mercy
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come to the household of Zacchaeus. 
"For the Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save what was lost" (19:10).

Unconditional Mercy. Let us 
reflect a bit more deeply on this episode. 
Zacchaeus has heard Jesus talked about 
as a prophet who is different from the 
others, so he wants to see Him. There 
is certainly something more than sheer 
curiostiy on Zacchaeus' part. He has a 
real interest, though not yet a desire, to 
convert. Jesus looks up into the tree at 
him—from many hints in the Gospels, it 
seems that Jesus' eyes had a miraculous 
power and spoke more than words. He 
calls Zacchaeus by name.

We might expect that 
before proclaiming forgive-
ness, Jesus would have re-
quired the five conditions that 
are normally demanded to 
obtain the remission of sin: 
examination of conscience, 
repentance, a firm resolve not to sin 
again, a confession of sin and penance. 
But none of this happens! Jesus urgently 
wants to spend time with Zacchaeus— 
to enter his home, stay for a while, have 
a meal, and perhaps spend the night.

Jesus compromises Himself open-
ly and dangerously because he risks 
becoming ritually unclean and causing 
scandal. He meets with a sinner at 
his home and does not impose any 
preliminary conditions. He does not ask 
Zacchaeus to purify himself in terms of 
the mosaic law; he does not ask him to 
leave his disreputable profession or to do 
restitution or penance.

Swept Away. Zacchaeus, however, 
is able to read in Jesus' gaze the same 
love that Jesus elsewhere directed to 
the rich young man (Mk. 10:21). That 
gaze fills him with extraordinary joy. 
He welcomes this presence that lavishes 
him with love; he lets himself be swept 
away by this love. Because of this love, 
he feels himself come back to life and 
become a human being again. He no 
longer feels the cloud of disdain that 
has always hung over him, even when 
he was dealing with his collegues and 
subordinates.

Zacchaeus immediately under-
stood that if he wanted this love 
to be alive and life-giving, he 
needed to let all of his life be 
inundated by it; he needed to let 
it influence all his relationships. 
And so, spontaneously, Zac-
chaeus announced he would 
give half his goods to the poor 

and would restore fourfold to anyone he 
had cheated.

This is a reparation, but one that 
takes place on the level of human 
relationships, in the sphere of justice 
operating among human beings. And 
Zacchaeus does not do this because of 
a conditon imposed on him by Jesus in 
order to recieve His love. It is, instead, a 
consequence of that love. Having loved 
first, and freely, Zacchaeus feels the urge 
to turn toward others, toward those he 
has defrauded, and he learned to respect 
and love them.

This is how God's love operates. 
Let us not forget it!

(Reprinted with permission of The Word Among Us, 9639 Dr Perry Rd #126, Ijamsville, 
MD 21754, January- February, 2016, www.wau.org, 1-800-775-9673)
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LOVE

Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064
(806)534-2312

Sr. Cecilia
Mission AdvancementAssistant

sistersdljc@gmail.com

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 
79102

(806)355-3552

Sr. Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement Director

dljcsisters@gmail.com

2016 is going to be a great year.  With each new year come new graces, 
new opportunities for growth in holiness, new paths to tread and new chapters 
written in our book of life. 

We are excited to announce a new chapter in our Community:  April 9th 
will mark our 25th year as a Religious Institute formally recognized by Holy 
Mother Church.  How fitting it is that this takes place during the “Year of 
Mercy” as declared by our Holy Father, Pope Francis.  It is a year of jubilee 
and great is our rejoicing!

Many of you were instrumental in helping us to become established where 
we are today.  “Thanks” seems so trite for all you’ve done for us over the years 
with your prayers, time, talent and donations of all sorts.  Our Community is 
rich because you are a part of our treasure. 

I would like to ask you to help us in our celebration by sharing your 
memories with us.  We’d very much enjoy hearing how you met us, why you 
support us and some of your stories of times with us.  You can email me or 
Sister Cecilia at the above email addresses.  We’d like to especially share these 
with our aging foundress, Mother John Marie. 

As we embark on this next phase of our journey as a Diocesan Religious 
Institute, we carry you with us in our hearts and prayers.  The Lord is faithful.  
He is ALWAYS faithful.  

God bless you, 

For more information please contact Sr. Elizabeth Ann
By Phone: (806)355-3552 or (806)679-4525 -Or- By email: dljcsisters@gmail.com

Announcing a
Gift Card Drive

You can help us out by sending us 
new or slightly used gift cards that 
will allow us to purchase essential 
items we need.  Please send them to 
Sr. Cecilia Bushnell at PO Box 64, 
Prayer Town, TX 79010-0064.
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