
Volume XLIV No. 1         
January/February 2017PRAISE HIM!

Blessed is She Who Believed  by Patti Gallagher Mansfield
Life in the Spirit   by Bishop Sam Jacobs

The Ark and the Dove  byTammy Stevens
Our Ascent  by Thomas W. Mangan

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ Publication



2

Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

A Note From

LOVE

Dear brothers and sisters,

Jesus loves you!

This year is the Golden Jubilee of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. We are 
celebrating the anniversary of God's faithfulness and great generosity in pouring out 
powerfully the gifts of the Holy Spirit to a small group of students on retreat at the 
then Providence Villa in February 1967. 

In early January, I had the great joy and privilege of visiting this retreat center, 
now called The Ark and The Dove. I went to the Chapel where the students were 
baptized in the Holy Spirit 50 years ago.

 Kneeling down before the Blessed Sacrament I sang, “Veni Creator Spiritus,” 
invoking the Holy Spirit to do with me as He willed. By Divine Providence, I was 
able to spend some time alone in the Chapel adoring the Lord. I felt deep gratitude 
in my heart, as I had memories of when I was baptized in the Holy Spirit 27 years 
ago. I experienced radical changes in my life: The Lord was no longer a God far 
out there, but “Emmanuel”—God with me and He loved me and I had no doubt! 
When I read the Word of God, it became alive and would profoundly affect my 
heart and life, and I experienced deep conviction about the teachings of the Church. 
Finally, I was full of the desire to share this joy with everyone.

I invite each one of you, my brothers and sisters to recall in your own lives how 
the Lord has poured His Holy Spirit upon you. Let us fall in Love with the Lord 
all over again.

Also, I would like to invite you to pray to the Holy Spirit to come afresh again 
in to your lives. Ask Mary the Spouse of the Holy Spirit to teach you to say, “Let it 
be done unto me according to Your word.” Finally, I would like to invite you to visit 
The Ark and The Dove Center. It is a beautiful place of prayer and encounter with 
the Lord.

“Come, Holy Spirit!”



Did you know that when the 
Charismatic Renewal was born on 
the Duquesne Weekend, Mary was 
there? After all, she is the Mother 
who was present in the Upper Room, 
the Mother of the Church. When we 
students from Duquesne gathered in 
the chapel, another “upper room,” 
our first activity was a meditation on 
Mary given by one of 
our professors. I was 
struck, not so much by 
his words about her, 
as by the unction that 
accompanied them. 
And it’s this unction 
that I’ve been seeking 
for these simple words 
of mine, because I am 
convinced that the 
future of the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal hinges on our 
relationship to Mary as our model and 
also as our mother. In fact, the year of 
preparation for the Jubilee, Pope John 
Paul II has asked the whole Church 
to turn to Mary as the model of faith 
and to contemplate the mystery of 
her Divine Motherhood. Consider 
with me three mysteries in the life of 
Mary…one joyful, one sorrowful, one 
glorious, and “as the eyes of a maid 
look to the hand of her mistress.”

The Annunciation:
Hands Open and Empty

Here is Mary, the woman of prayer, 
attentive and responsive to God, with 
hands open and empty before God, not 
clinging to any condition. A simple 
fiat. Yes. Be it done to me according 
to Your word. Indeed, “Blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by 
the Lord.” (Lk1:45) 
By faith she permitted 
the Father to fulfill His 
plan and welcomed 
the overshadowing of 
the Holy Spirit. By 
faith she embraced the 
Word made flesh in 
her womb. We know 
that “without faith it 

is impossible to please God.”(cf Heb. 
11:6) and that Mary found favor with 
Him by her faith.  

So must we, at this juncture in our 
lives as individuals and as a movement, 
kneel before the Father in a radical 
poverty of spirit and learn to pray with 
hands open and empty. In the past 30 
years we have received great graces, 
but I’m afraid that too often we’ve 
returned to God with our hands full 
instead of empty. I sense that there are 
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Blessed is She Who Believed
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new “annunciations” being given for a 
new move of the Spirit, but that many 
of us don’t really want God to be God. 
We still want Him on our own terms… 
a God who will fit into a prescribed 
pattern of acting. We don’t want the 
Living God who turned Mary’s life 
upside down. Let’s be careful! By her, 
faith, Mary permitted God to “create a 
new thing upon the earth.” (Jer 31:22) 
As I’ve asked Mary to be my mother 
and teach me to pray with hands open 
and empty, this is what I am learning to 
say to the Father, “With Mary, I want 
to be for You all yes, only yes, always 
yes.” 

The Cross: Hands Over
 a Pierced Heart

“Behold your 
Mother.” (Jn 19:27) 
Here is Mary, the 
sorrowful mother, 
standing near the 
cross, her faith put 
to the test, steadfast 
in hope and in love, 
receiving from the 
lips of Jesus her new 
mission to be mother 
of us all. Here is Mary, hands over a 
heart that is pierced by the sword, just 
as Simeon prophesied. I have come 
to see that either we meet Mary at the 
foot of the Cross, in our own moments 
of suffering and pain, or we meet her 
elsewhere and she brings us there…
to the Cross of Jesus, to contemplate 
and to receive the water of the Spirit 
flowing from His wounded side. This 
is our place of safety as we seek to live 
more deeply in the Holy Spirit.

Many of us have tried to avoid 

the Cross and the painful purification 
it brings. How often our actions reveal 
arrogance and pride in spiritual matters 
rather than humility and meekness. 
When the sword of suffering has 
pierced our hearts, we’ve often given 
up hope instead of turning to Mary 
who is ready to teach us faithfulness in 
the midst of trials. Our Mother knows 
about pierced hearts and she wants 
us to have in the future a new purity 
to correspond to a new outpouring of 
graces. Mary is teaching me to say to 
Jesus: “Burn out of my heart a love for 
myself and burn into my heart a love 
for You and for Your Cross.” 

Pentecost: Hands Raised  
in Praise and Proclamation

“Spouse pf the 
Holy Spirit:” this is 
the title for Mary used 
by many of the saints. 
I can imagine Mary at 
Pentecost reassuring 
the disciples that 
what they see and 
hear is indeed the 
Holy Spirit. Like 
any spouse, she 

has infinite knowledge of the One 
who loves her, the One she loves. 
She knows His touch, His taste, His 
manner of acting, and how to yield 
to Him in love. Mary knows what the 
infilling with the Holy Spirit is really 
all about…it’s about loving union! 
She is our best teacher in praise and 
proclamation. I love to pray with her 
words in praise: “My soul magnifies 
the Lord” and in proclamation: “God 
who is mighty has done great things.” 
(Lk 1:46) The late Cardinal Suenens 
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wrote in his preface to my book, As 
By A New Pentecost, "Jesus Christ 
continues to be mystically born of the 
Holy Spirit and of Mary, and we must 
never separate what God has joined 
together.”

The New Wine
Like an intoxicating new wine 

causing joy and gladness among God’s 
people all over the world there’s a 
fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
taking place today. It’s bringing about 
deep conversions and reconciliations 
and giving impulse to new ministries. 
Let’s not miss out on this new wine! At 

Cana it was Mary’s faith that led her 
to say, “They have no wine,” (Jn 2:3)
moving Jesus to act and bringing on the 
“hour of the Lord.” I believe that Mary 
stands before us today, waiting for us 
to turn to her with confidence, trusting 
that her intercession will mediate this 
new wine of the Spirit for us again. 
And why should we desire this new 
wine?... not simply for laughter and 
rejoicing but that Jesus might manifest 
His glory and that His disciples might 
believe in Him. (cf Jn 2:11)

 

(Reprinted with permission from ICCRS,  1997)

Prayer for the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Christ Jesus, before ascending into heaven,  

you promised to send the Holy Spirit to your apostles and disciples.  
Grant that the same Spirit may perfect in our lives  

the work of your grace and love. 
Grant us the Spirit of fear of the Lord that we may be filled with loving 

reverence toward you; the Spirit of piety that we might find peace  
and fulfillment in the service of God while serving others;  

the Spirit of fortitude that we may bear our cross with you and,  
with courage overcome the obstacles that interfere with our salvation;   
the Spirit of knowledge that we may know you and know ourselves  

and grow in holiness; the Spirit of understanding to enlighten our minds  
with the light of your truth;  the Spirit of counsel that we may choose  

the surest way of doing your will, seeking first the kingdom.   
Grant us the Spirit of wisdom that we may aspire to the things that last 

forever. Teach us to be your faithful disciples and animate us  
in every way with your Spirit. Amen.

(Catholic Online Prayers)
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As we approach the 50th anniversary 
of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 
we recognize with thanksgiving one 
of the many early fruits that God 
has graciously provided. The initial 
members, who experienced this New 
Pentecost, found that those with whom 
they shared this experience were like 
the crowd to whom Peter preached his 
first proclamation.

He proclaimed 
the unconditional 
love of the Father 
by sending His own 
divine Son as the 
promised Messiah, 
the fulfillment of 
the prophets in the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit.

When he emphatically stated 
that the Jesus whom they crucified 
was Lord and Messiah, they asked 
what they should do. He responded 
that they, like the disciples, needed to 
repent, accept Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior, and to ask for the anointing gift 
of the Holy Spirit. This they did. They 
were baptized and were filled with the 
anointing power of the Holy Spirit.

Then the Acts of the Apostles 
states: “they came together for 
apostolic instruction, for community, 
for prayer and the breaking of the 

bread.” Peter’s message and their 
subsequent response became the core 
of the initial Life in the Spirit Seminar 
(LIS). 

In the very beginning of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, the 
leaders took what they experienced 
and what they read from the Acts to 
formulate the core teachings of this 

insightful seminar. 
Even though it has 
gone through many 
d e v e l o p m e n t s , 
adaptations, and 
titles, the basic 
teaching of LIS 
remains the same: 
God’s unmerited 
love; the reality of 

sin; the promised Savior, Jesus; the 
coming of the Holy Spirit to sanctify, 
empower and mission us to proclaim 
the Father’s saving plan to others; and 
a way to live and grow in the life of 
the Spirit, fulfilling the biblical plan of 
God, “to be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Over the years LIS was intended 
to be and has remained an effective 
tool for evangelization. Unfortunately, 
it is not used today as much as it 
should be. Many prayer groups seldom 
offer it or do so occasionally. As a 
result, we see, in the English-speaking 
Renewal, prayer groups becoming 

“Life in the Spirit”
Bishop Sam Jacobs



more like prayer clubs for the good of 
its members rather than evangelizing 
communities.

The question we need to ask as 
we approach the Golden Jubilee of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal is this: 
should prayer groups wait for people 
to come or should they go to them? 
Should they become pro-active by 
inviting individuals through the use of 
social media which is so commonplace 
today?

I will let Pope Francis give us 
both the answer and the motivation:

“Spreading the Gospel means 
that we are the first 
to proclaim and live 
the reconciliation, 
forgive-ness, peace, 
unity, and love that 
the Holy Spirit gives 
us.... Just as the Son 
of God went out of 
Himself, in a sense, 
and became man for 
our sake and just as 
He gave His total 
self, embracing the 
cross for our sake, 
we are called to go out of our 
comfort zone to bring the Good 
News of God’s love and mercy 
to others... we are called to be 
radical revolutionaries, not in 
the world’s understanding, but in 
God’s. In this day and age, unless 
Christians are revolutionaries, 
they are not Christians. They must 
be revolutionaries through grace.” 

The call of Jesus to the 
Apostles was radical: “Go and be 
My witnesses to the whole world 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

This radical call was emphasized by 
Pope Paul VI when he wrote: “to be a 
Christian is to be an evangelizer.”

Pope St. John Paul II gave us a 
new lens to achieve this missionary 
call flowing from our Baptism and 
Confirmation. He used three terms: 
new in its fervor, new in its methods 
and new in its expressions. What did 
he mean? While the core message of 
the plan of God remains the same, we 
are called to proclaim it with the fresh 
new zeal and power of the Holy Spirit. 

It is to be new in its methods. 
We are called to expand the tools we 

use to reach out to 
others. Think about 
the creative ways that 
this can be done. The 
presence of modern 
media could enable us 
to reach many more 
effectively. Some will 
work and some will not. 
Don’t be discouraged. 
If nothing else, a seed 
may have been planted 
for a future harvest.

Of course, 
the more effective tool is personal 
invitation. This was the process that 
was effectively used in the early years 
of this renewal. It is the relational 
aspect of the new expressions that the 
pope spoke of. People relate to people 
who in their invitation show personal 
love and care.

Wasn’t this the process 
manifested in the scriptures? Andrew 
reached out to his brother, Simon, with 
a simple invitation: “Come and see.” 
The Samaritan woman, evangelized by 
Jesus at Jacob’s well, went back to the 
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In February of 1967, a group of college  
students  from  Duquesne University  
and  a  couple  of  their professors 
went on retreat seeking a greater 
experience of the Holy Spirit. In 
preparation, they read chapters 1-4 of 
the Acts of the Apostles and the book 
The  Cross  and  The  Switchblade by 
David  Wilkerson.    They 
were  not disappointed.  
Many on the weekend 
experienced a profound 
encounter with Jesus in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, 
each in very unique and 
individual ways.

There are numerous 
testimonies of the 
surprises of the Holy Spirit 
from that weekend.  Patti Gallagher 
Mansfield, in  a  letter  soon  after  
the  weekend, wrote: “This  wasn’t  
just  a  good weekend,  but  rather  a  
real  life changing experience  which  
has continued  and  is  spreading  and 
growing”  (As  by  a  New  Pentecost, 
Golden Jubilee Edition, p. 22).   Dave 
Mangan,  another  participant  of  the 
weekend, shares that he experienced 
the “dynamite” of the power of the 
Holy Spirit on that weekend.

What has come to be known as 
the “Duquesne Weekend,” is a point 

from which the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal has its beginnings, spreading 
the grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit 
throughout the world.  The retreat 
took place just north of Pittsburgh 
at a center called The Ark and The 
Dove.  In January 2015, the National 
Service Committee was notified that 

the facility, then known 
as Providence Villa, was 
going to be put up  for  sale.   
Through  much  prayer, 
seeking  the  Lord  at  every  
step,  the National Service 
Committee completed the 
purchase of The Ark and 
The Dove on  behalf  of  
the  Renewal.   A  new 
nonprofit was formed so 

that this place would be the home of 
all the various streams of the Renewal, 
throughout the US and abroad.  The 
vision statement is as follows: “The 
Ark and The Dove, home of Baptism 
in the Holy Spirit, seeks to foster unity 
with those who have received this 
outpouring and to extend that grace for 
generations to come.”

In February of this year, on the 
49th Anniversary of the Duquesne 
Weekend, we hosted The Blessing of 
The Ark and The Dove, with Most 
Reverend David Zubik,  bishop  of  

The Ark
and 

The Dove



Pittsburgh,  and included sharings by 
various people who attended that first 
retreat.  On May 14th there  was  a  
Ribbon  Cutting  and Pentecost Rally 
signaling the opening of The Ark and 
The Dove to the public with plans to 
begin hosting Pilgrimages – for those 
baptized in the Holy Spirit and  those  
interested  in  this  grace; Retreats – for 
laity, clergy, and religious interested in 
renewal through the power of the Holy 
Spirit; Praise and Worship Events  –  for  
days  of  renewal  and empowerment;  
and  to  be  open  to Visitors and Small 
Groups – for those who simply desire 
to pray in the “Upper Room.”

We are excited, as the Renewal is 
approaching its 50th Jubilee in 2017, 
to have  this  historic  site  available  
to commemorate what God has done 
and to  continue  to  foster  the  grace  
of baptism in the Holy Spirit for many 
years to come.  For more information 
about The Ark and The Dove visit:
www.TheArkandtheDoveWorldwide.org
Come, Holy Spirit! Set the fire of the 

New Pentecost in our hearts!

Reprinted with permission from 
Gleanings, June 2016 -Volume XLII 
Number 6, www.wwccr.org
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village and simply said: “Come and 
see.” When was the last time we invited 
someone to experience the grace of 
this “New Pentecost”? Andrew and the 
Samaritan woman invited someone to 
come to Jesus who had a life-changing 
message to make a difference in their 
lives. What would have happened 
if they did not reach out to another? 
What happens, when we, who have 
been baptized in the Holy Spirit, do 
not share with others the marvels God 
has done in our lives?

We have the experience of being 
baptized in the Holy Spirit. We have 
the revealed Word of God. “For all 
those who have called upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved." So then, 
in what way will those who have not 
believed in Him call upon Him? Or 
in what way will those who have not 
heard of Him believe in Him? And 
in what way will they hear of Him 
without preaching? And truly, in what 

way will they preach, unless they have 
been sent, just as it has been written: 
“How beautiful are the feet of those 
who evangelize peace, of those who 
evangelize what is good!” (Rom 
10:13-15)

We have the prophetic 
exhortations of recent popes. Pope 
Francis said to the charismatic 
community of the world: “Bring this 
grace of the Holy Spirit to the Church.” 

We have these challenging 
questions. If not you, who? If not 
now, when? If not the core message 
of the plan of God, what? If not in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, how? If not 
in the daily places where you come 
into contact with people by divine 
appointment, where? 

Reprinted from PENTECOST Today, 
Winter 2016, Vol 41
www.nsc-chariscenter.org

(Continued from p. 7)
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At  break  of  day,  as  heavenward
The  pious  monks  of  St.  Bernard

Uttered the oft-repeated prayer
A voice cried through the startled air,

Excelsior!
Henry Wordsworth Longfellow

“Ascent”  most  aptly  describes  
the  enormous  challenge  
we face  as  Christians.  It  
is  in  making  the  ascent  
that  we  are ennobled  and  
inspired  to  be  Christlike.  
Every  day  we  are either  
moving  onward  and  
upward  to  the  Father  or  
we  are sinking  into  the  
status  quo.  There  is  no  
middle  ground  for us.  Our  
worship,  both  personal  
and  communal,  must  be 
upward  bound.  I  think  the  songs  
of  ascent  (Ps  120-134), the  Sermon  
on  the  Mount,  the  Transfiguration  
and  the Upper Room are metaphors 
for disciples, like us, who want to be 
Christlike. We want our relationship 
with the Lord to reach the summit. As 
God’s people ascended Mt. Zion with 
joyous  singing  of  the  psalms  so  
must  we.  Somehow  I  don’t think  
“slogging  to  Mount  Zion”  is  what  
the  Lord  has  in mind  for  us.

We  should  be  dissatisfied  
with  conventional  Christian  living.  
We  were  built  for  the  higher  
places;  we  were  meant  to ascend  
to  unimaginable  heights.  Encounter  
happens  on Mount Carmel, Mount 
Sinai and, yes, even Calvary’s mount. If  
Zacchaeus  would  climb  a  tree  to  see  

Jesus,  how  much more 
should we be driven to 
deeper, more meaningful 
times in  prayer  and  
adoration?  Every  day  
our  cry  should  be:  “I 
will  see  Jesus!”  How  
sad  it  will  be  for  some  
believers  to reach  the  
end  of  their  lives  and  
say,  like  Jacob,  “Surely  
the Lord was in this place 
(at Mass, in the prayer 

meeting, or in my personal prayer 
time) and I did not know it.”  (Gen 
28:16) But  how  wonderful  it  will  be  
for  those  who  can  say  with Jacob 
the very next verse: “How awesome is 
this place. This is none other than the 
house of God and this is the gate of 
heaven.” (Gen 28:17)

Think  of  it,  spread  out  before  
us  spiritually,  well  beyond our 
physical boundaries, is a banquet table 
to which we are invited  to  sit  with  

Our Ascent
Thomas W. Mangan
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the  Lamb  of  God.  Imagine  God  
and  us at table together! It is a feast 
set for all of us who ultimately hunger  
and  thirst  to  be  changed  into  the  
glory  of  Christ’s image. Every day 
we are invited to join Him through 
prayer. That  is,  to  be  in  His  most  
holy  presence,  to  be  in  awe  of Him.  
Imagine  us  being  mere  candles  in  
the  face  of  a  full sun!  I  heard  it  put  
this  way  once:  we are  invited  to  “an 
eternal  and  uproarious  banquet.”

In  some  small  way  our  prayer  
times  (personal  and  communal)  and  
our  liturgical  worship  reflect  this  
magnificent  encounter.  The  words  of  
Mary  come  quickly  to  mind:  “My 
soul  magnifies  the  Lord  
and  my  spirit  rejoices  
in  God  my Savior!”  
How  can  we  leave  
this  Divine  Presence  
and  not  be joyful?  My  
life  is  drawn  to  God  
away  from  the  dust  of  
the earth. Because my 
passion for Him is Spirit-
driven, my confession is 
not boring or lifeless. My 
ardor and adoration are 
seen.  My  Godliness  is  manifested  in  
loud  praise.  As  Calvin Miller  said,  
“Pardon  me!  I  must  break  forth  
with  song  before  the  rocks  grow  
tongues.”  Our  praise  is  evidence  
that Christ  is  alive  in  us  today.  
Prayer  is  not  about  asking,  but 
being;  it  is  about  experiencing  the  
very  presence  of  God  at the center 
of our souls. By an act of will we quiet 
ourselves and  retreat  from  the  haste  
around  us  so  that  the  invited Lord  
will  come  to  us:

And so I find it well to come
For deeper rest to this still room

For here the habit of the soul
Feels less the outer world’s control
And  from  the  silence  multiplied
By these still forms on either side,
The  world  that  time  and  sense  

have  known
Falls  off  and  leaves  us  God  alone.

John Greenleaf Whittier

Prayer,  in  all  of  its  forms,  from  
quiet  meditation  to  festal shouts,  
is  never  laborious;  it  is  blessed  
communion  with Almighty  God  
who  engages  us  beyond  our  flesh  
and  beckons us to rise and meet Him. 

Climbing is our way 
to perfection. Clawing 
every inch of the way to 
get into the heart of God 
is sometimes necessary. 
“Going up” requires hard 
work, spiritual discipline 
and a steady effort as we 
are going against gravity  
and  our  many  petty  
inclinations.

Worship  is  the  
pivotal  action  that  

shifts  us  from  earth  to heaven. We 
are propelled by the Holy Spirit in our 
drive to find  Christ.  The  Holy  Spirit  
makes  us  spiritually  hungry for  Him.  
The  Holy  Spirit  drives  us  in  need  
to  be  in  His presence. However, great 
care must be taken as Christlikeness is  
habit-forming.  Once  you  have  tasted  
it,  you  will  want much  more. 

Reprinted from PENTECOST Today 
Spring 2015, www.nsc-chariscenter.org
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DLJC News
St. Joseph's Parish at Prayer Town
November 12 Sisters Clara and Mary 
Thomas joined Fr. Hector and a group 
of 28 on a retreat focused on the book, 
"Forming Intentional Disciples." 
Sr. Clara also went to the parish for 
a workshop on the same theme in 
Spanish on December 10.

Night of Woship
December 9, X-tra Mile, Sr. Lucy 
and the temporary professed sisters 
led praise and worship and Sr. Mary 
Gianna shared her testimony on how 
the Lord spared her life at Columbine 
High School and brought her to faith 
in Him.

Women's Prayer Breakfast
December 10, Sr. Ana Chiara spoke on  
"Overcoming Doubt in God's Love."  
Mother Juana Teresa and Sr. Raphaelle 
Marie led the praise. All of the Sisters 
present prayed with those who wanted 
prayers. Many were touched and there 
was at least one physical healing of 
a woman who couldn't walk. Praise 
God!

Our Lady of Vietnam Youth 
November 19, About 30 young people 
came to Prayer Town as a service 
project. They helped the Sisters with 
different jobs, they served a great 
Vietnamese meal and finished up with 
watching a  program on vocations.



December 28-30, "Deeper Life in The 
Spirit" was the theme of our annual 
retreat. Bishop Emeritus Sam Jacobs of 
Houma-Thibodaux, LA, began the retreat 
with how our sacramental Baptism gives 
us a spirit of sonship in Christ. A baptism 
in power gives us a spirit of discipleship 
and a baptism in fire which purifies and 

brings forth a spirit of love.
He continued to show us how Jesus lived 
a life of love and how we too are called 
to do the same. It was such a beautiful 
experience to have Bishop Sam in our 
midst, his witness of life shouts out that 
he is living what he is preaching.
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Come and See
November 18-21

Bishop Sam Jacobs at Prayer Town

Community Celebrates 45th Anniversary

January 1, we anticipated our 
anniversary while our Sisters were 
still home from the missions. The day 
was celebrated with fellowship, a nice 
multicultural meal, and songs written 
by Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Sisters shared memories of the Lord's 
goodness towards us through out the 
years. Truly, the Lord's steadfast love 
and faithfulness has been shown in so 
many varied and wondrous ways!
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LOVE

Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312 Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement Assistant

sistersdljc@gmail.com

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 
79102

(806) 679-4525Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement Director

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Dear Beloved Friends and Family,
Happy New Year!  We are blessed to have another year before us—full of 

opportunities and newness.  Each day is a fresh beginning.  During our recent 
community retreat Bishop Sam Jacobs encouraged us to have a game plan.  So 
often we make resolutions for the New Year but fail to fulfill them.  One of the 
main reasons is simply because we don't have a concrete plan of action.  This is 
also true in our spiritual lives.  We would like to be virtuous yet how many times 
to we figure out a definite plan to conquer sin and negativity in our life?

What are your spiritual goals for 2017?  What concrete steps will you take 
do carry them out?  We need not try to overcome all of our sinfulness all at once.  
Determine a few main areas that need work and make the effort to uproot them 
through daily focus and action.

Among my favorite goals is to praise more.  The ancient armies were led 
into battle by praisers.  The walls of Jehrico were toppled by praise.  Joy and 
peace arise when we praise.  The benefits are countless.  How can you do this?  
Be filled each day with scripture, listen more to christian music, replace negative 
thoughts and words with blessing, set aside intentional time to spend praising 
the Lord for who He is and what He has done, give thanks to the Lord in all 
things, etc.  Perhaps you could attend prayer meetings or conferences or retreats 
to rekindle the flame.  Those are but a few ideas.

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all of your support in 2016.  I 
look forward to what 2017 holds for us as partners in this wonderful work of the 
Lord of building His kingdom here on earth.
                     With much gratitude,

                a brand new look to our website www.dljc.org
Coming Soon!
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Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of 
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor you 
make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you in this 
life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters and 
at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember to 
inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately as 
well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Thank You

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time or 
occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful 
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission and 

great commandment of the Lord.

for Your Support!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving. 
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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