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Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

A Note From

LOVE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Blessed Jubilee year of the Charismatic Renewal!

I had the joy of attending three Charismatic Conferences this 
year to celebrate the 50th Jubilee of the Charismatic Renewal. At every 
conference, I met many people, of all ages, cultures and backgrounds 
who were so eager to tell me how their lives were transformed by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Each of these people were living witnesses 
that Jesus is alive! They live a life led by the Holy Spirit.

This year, I often pondered about how through the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit my life had been transformed. I was an ambitious 
young woman going after things that the world valued such as wealth, 
power and prestige. However, after my baptism in the Holy Spirit, my 
value system changed completely! I started thirsting for things of God 
and heaven. Saint Paul explains perfectly what happened to me. “I 
count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ.” (Phil 3:8)

It is with great joy that I announce that the Disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ will be serving at the “Home of the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit”: the Ark and the Dove Retreat Center. It is a great privilege that 
the DLJC Sisters will be at the center where the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal began.

I want to invite all of you, my brothers and sisters, to gratefully 
ponder with me all that the Lord has done for us by sending us His 
Holy Spirit. “the Lord has done great things and Holy is His name.”



Saint Francis, urged by the zeal for 
the faith of Christ and a desire for 
martyrdom, once went overseas with 
twelve of his most holy companions, 
headed towards the Sultan of the land 
of Babylon. They reached the territory 
of the Saracens, where some very 
cruel men guarded the roads so that 
no Christians who passed by could 
escape without being killed. But, as it 
pleased God, they were 
not killed but captured, 
beaten and bound, 
and led before the 
Sultan. And once in his 
presence Saint Francis, 
instructed by the Holy 
Spirit, preached in a 
divine way about the 
faith of Christ, and 
that for this faith, they 
were willing to go into the fire. As a 
result, the Sultan began to have a great 
devotion for him both because of the 
constancy of his faith and the contempt 
of the world that he saw in him, since 
he did not want to receive any gifts 
from him, though he was very poor, 
and because of the fervent longing for 
martyrdom he saw in him. From that 
moment on the Sultan listened to him 
willingly, and he asked that he come 
back often, granting freely to him and 

his companions that they could preach 
anywhere they pleased. He then gave 
them a sign, because of which they 
would not be harmed by anyone.

Having received this liberal 
permission Saint Francis sent those 
chosen companions, two by two, into 
various territories of the Saracens to 
preach the faith of Christ…

Saint Francis, finally seeing that 
he could gain no more 
fruit in that region, 
by divine revelation 
decided to return, with 
his companions, among 
believers.  Gathering 
them all together, he 
returned to the Sultan 
and took his leave from 
him. The Sultan said to 
him: “Brother Francis, 

I would willingly convert to the faith 
of Christ, but I am afraid to do it now, 
because if these people learn of it, 
they would immediately kill you and 
me and all of your companions. Since 
you can do much good and I have to 
finish somethings of great importance, 
I do not want to bring about now your 
death and mine. But teach me how I 
may be saved: I am prepared to do 
what you command.” Saint Francis 
then said: “My Lord, I am now leaving 

How Saint Francis Converted To 
Faith The Sultan Of Babylon
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An excerpt from Little Flowers of St. Francis
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you, but after I return to my own 
country and have gone to heaven, by 
the grace of God, after my death, as 
God pleases, I will send you two of my 
brothers, from whom you will receive 
the holy baptism of Christ and you will 
be saved, just as my Lord Jesus Christ 
has revealed to me. In the meantime, 
free yourself from 
every hindrance so 
that when the grace 
of God comes to 
you, you will be 
prepared for faith 
and devotion." This 
he both promised to 
do and did.

Having done this, Saint Francis 
returned with that venerable company 
of his holy companions. After some 
years Saint Francis returned his soul 
to God through bodily death. And 
the Sultan fell ill, and waiting for 
the promise of Saint Francis, he had 
his guards placed at certain passes, 
commanding that if two brothers in 
the habit of Saint Francis appeared 
there, they should be brought to him 

immediately. At that time Saint Francis 
appeared to two brothers and ordered 
them to go without delay to the Sultan 
and obtain his salvation just as he had 
promised him. The brothers set out 
without delay and, having crossed the 
sea, they were taken to the Sultan by 
those guards. When he saw them, the 

Sultan was filled with 
the greatest joy, and 
he said: “Now truly 
I know that God has 
sent His servants to 
me for my salvation, 
according to the 
promise that Saint 
Francis made to me 

by divine revelation.” From these 
brothers he received instruction in the 
faith of Christ and holy baptism. And 
thus reborn in Christ, he died in that 
illness, and his soul was saved by the 
merits and prayers of Saint Francis.

Armstrong, Regis J.; Hellman, Wayne 
J.A.; Short, William J., eds.

Francis of Assisi: Early Documents III−
The Prophet
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Beloved Father, our Creator and the source of all that is  
good, loving and true, we give you thanks and praise for your 

generosity and loving care towards us.

Our hearts are thankful for all the answered prayers and the  
many ways You pour forth Your graces and blessings upon us and our 

loved ones. May we always have gratitude in our hearts  
and praise on our lips. 

As you have been so gracious and merciful to us, help us to  
respond to others in like manner.  

To you, Lord , be all laud and honor, now and forever. Amen.

By Sr. Mary Thomas, DLJC
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Part III: Fruits of Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit
As we have looked back and seen 
briefly how the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit has grown in our day, it is 
important that we look at the fruit that 
this move of the Spirit has borne in the 
Church and for the world.

Change of Life
The first fruit of this move of 

the Spirit is primary 
both in chronology and 
in importance. From the 
beginning, lives began to 
change and love began 
to grow. An increase in 
love for God and in love 
for others was evident 
from the very beginning. 
Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit is a call to receive 
the Father’s love and for individuals 
to enter into a personal relationship 
with Jesus and to become disciples. 
With this infusion of grace, individuals 
began to be transformed and with that 
the motivation and the ability to love 
has increased. Therefore, the first 
fruit is literally millions of individual 
lives that have been touched, loved, 
transformed and changed. Changed 
lives have grown other fruits. 
Individuals began to grow in their love 

for the Church, Mary, and the Saints. 
There has been a rediscovery of and 
a hunger for prayer, Scripture and the 
sacraments. A hunger for holiness and 
the power to pursue it has grown.

Relationships
This change in individuals has 

also borne relational fruit. People who 
had been touched by this grace began to 
gather in prayer groups, communities, 

and associations to 
share their lives and 
experience. Prayer, praise 
and worship together 
became a hallmark and a 
fruit of renewal. Baptism 
in the Spirit has always 
carried with it a relational 
component that has 
helped individuals grow 
by providing mutual 

support for formation and healing. 
Individuals touched by God’s love 
have drawn together to support one 
another in living the life in the Spirit. 
Ministries of healing and deliverance 
have developed to bring wholeness to 
those who want to be more like Jesus 
but are hindered by the work of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil.

Communities
As people began to draw into 

YEAR OF JUBILEE 2017
Document issued by the 5-Year Committee of the National Leadership Groups

 of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the U.S
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communities of love and support they 
were brought into relationship with 
others who had been baptized in the 
Spirit who were not all from the same 
racial, ethnic, denominational, or age 
group that the individuals usually 
embraced. Baptism in the Spirit has 
produced opportunities to grow in a 
love that embraces unity with diversity. 
One important element of this fruit 
has been an ecumenical impulse. Just 
as in Scripture, baptism in the Spirit 
has required us to work at removing 
barriers and accepting one another as 
brothers and sisters in Christ. In many 
parts of the world, 
this impetus toward 
unity has increased 
our hunger and 
willingness to work 
for social justice.

Mission
F i n a l l y , 

baptism in the Holy Spirit has brought 
with it a missionary impulse. The 
Holy Spirit has poured out charisms 
in abundance to build the Church 
and to evangelize the world. Many 
vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, 
and religious life have come forth 
from those baptized in the Spirit. 
Baptism in the Spirit has mobilized 
the laity to be a missionary force for 
the new evangelization. The charisms, 
including signs, wonders and miracles 
are beginning to move out of the prayer 
groups and into the streets. The fruit of 
fifty years of renewal are many.

Part IV: What We Have Learned
As noted above, our Jubilee is a 

time to rejoice and celebrate, but it is 

also a time to look back on what we 
have learned over the last fifty years 
of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 
Here are some of the important things 
that we have learned, and we need to 
remember and apply, so that we can 
grow in wisdom and maturity as a 
“current of grace,” and as an Ecclesial 
Movement in the Church:

1) Catholic Charismatic Renewal
needs to understand itself as both a 
“current of grace” and “an ecclesial 
movement”: Be open to both special 
outpourings of grace (revival graces), 
and step-by-step building with the Lord 

led by the Holy Spirit. 
The whole movement 
is a “charism” for the 
Church, so we are 
more powerful in the 
Holy Spirit when we 
stay united with the 
International, National 
and Diocesan Offices 

(Centers, Leadership Teams) for 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, rather 
than staying isolated in our groups or 
ministries.

2) We need to integrate being
both “fully Catholic” and “fully 
charismatic”: Recent popes have 
called us not to lose our “prophetic” 
call to remind the Church to be open 
to all the workings of the Holy Spirit 
and to live a fully charismatic life. Let 
us seek to grow in the knowledge of 
our Catholic faith so we can integrate 
charismatic experiences with all of the 
Catholic faith.

3) We need an “experience”
of baptism in the Spirit, but also a 
“lifestyle” in the Spirit: Pope Francis 
has confirmed that baptism in the Spirit 
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is meant for the whole Church. We 
seek to be a reminder in the Church of 
the “full role” of the Holy Spirit (union 
with God; transformation for holiness; 
ministry empowered by the charisms; 
building community). Our relationship 
with the Holy Spirit should influence 
every part of our lives. We should not 
be just “experience seekers.”

4) We need a unity of mind 
and heart to accomplish fully God’s 
purpose for the Renewal: We need a 
heart for unity, building community, 
and ecumenism. This 
includes unity with the 
International Renewal 
and among the various 
expressions of the Renewal 
in prayer groups, covenant 
communities and ethnic 
groups. Being an active 
part of a community of 
faith and prayer is essential 
for full life in the Spirit. 
Seeking Christian unity is 
an essential element of the 
Charismatic Renewal.

5) We need the full, mature, and 
discerned use of the charisms (spiritual 
gifts): Some of our groups show little 
use of the charisms, and in other 
places, the gifts do not come under 
enough community discernment. We 
need to understand how charisms 
are to be part of our daily life and 
parish life. We are to use the gifts 
for service, evangelization, building 
community, healing, spiritual warfare, 
empowerment, etc.

6) Our teaching needs to include 
inspiration, education, and practical 
wisdom: Sometimes we have focused 
so much on inspiration that we do not 

have good roots from education and 
practical wisdom. We need ongoing 
leadership development for our groups, 
including approaches to raising up new 
leaders, and building leadership teams.

7) We cannot lose the importance 
of praise and worship: We need to 
go beyond singing praise hymns to 
having a regular practice and attitude 
of praising God.

Part V: Going Forward
As we eagerly await the “surprises 

of the Spirit” that will 
unfold in our first Jubilee 
Year and the next fifty years 
here are four areas in which 
we need to make every 
effort to cooperate with the 
Spirit in moving forward. 
None is new; all require our 
attention and prayer.

Unity
First, pray and work 

for unity – unity in all our 
relationships, especially 

those in the Renewal, and unity in the 
Body of Christ. Pope Francis said to us 
in 2014 “I expect that you give witness 
of spiritual ecumenism with all those 
brothers and sisters of other Churches 
and Christian communities who 
believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior…
Seek the unity of the Renewal, unity 
that comes from the Trinity.” The Holy 
Father calls us to seek unity in diversity. 
Such unity is hard but necessary for 
God’s purposes in this outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit in our day.

Next Generations
Second, as Paul wrote to 
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Timothy, we must “pass on to reliable 
people [baptism in the Holy Spirit]…
so that they in turn will be able to 
teach others.” (2Tm 1:2) Every 
dimension of the Renewal in the U.S. 
is experiencing this challenge, as is the 
Church as a whole. However, there 
is hope. We are becoming aware of a 
number of pockets of young adults, 
evangelized and baptized in the Holy 
Spirit who are connecting through 
various outreaches and through social 
media. They are alive in the Holy Spirit 
and are in turn evangelizing others 
and praying for them to be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit. They are 
not always connecting to 
the existing prayer groups 
and communities and other 
structures in the Renewal.

There is a chasm 
between us and them, and a 
footbridge. We keep waiting 
for them to come across to 
us. The Lord is telling us to 
go across to them, to find 
them and to share with them 
ourselves, our very lives, to do what 
Paul told Timothy, and certainly to 
pray that such will happen.

New Expressions
Third, we must accept that the 

Renewal is already demonstrating new 
forms of being together (praise and 
worship evenings with Eucharistic 
adoration, prayer meetings on the 
internet!), and that this trend will 
continue. Some prayer groups and 
covenant communities may not exist 
as they are now. What will emerge 
is not entirely clear. There will be a 
greater integration into the life of the 

Church. We have the two meetings of 
the Renewal with Pope Francis in 2014 
and 2015, as well as the upcoming 
celebration of the Renewal’s 50th 
Anniversary Jubilee in Rome called 
together by Pope Francis, as witness. 
Our task, in the words of Pope Francis, 
is to continue to “share with all, in the 
Church, the grace of Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit.” (2014)

New Evangelization
Finally, the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit, the grace of a new 
Pentecost, is oriented outward to 

the New Evangelization. 
As Pope Paul VI, Pope St. 
John Paul II, Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI and now Pope 
Francis have made clear: it 
is not possible to evangelize 
effectively without the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

Pope Francis has 
directed us in the Renewal 
in this way: first, “I expect 
from you an evangelization 

with the Word of God which proclaims 
that Jesus is alive and loves all men 
(2014); second, “Go out into the street 
to evangelize, proclaiming the Gospel. 
Remember that the Church was 
born ‘in going forth’ that Pentecost 
morning” (2014); and third, “Be close 
to the poor and touch in their flesh the 
wounded flesh of Jesus.”

We are also to be “Spirit-filled 
evangelizers… [who are] fearlessly 
open to the working of the Holy 
Spirit… Jesus wants evangelizers 
who proclaim the good news not only 
with words, but above all by a life 
transfigured by God’s presence.” (EG, 

(Continued on p. 10)
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Event after event, angels figure 
prominently throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. But they didn’t 
disappear when he last line of scripture 
was written. They continue to be 
active in our lives, often without our 
knowledge or awareness.

Angels are servants and 
messengers of God, purely spiritual 
creatures that have will 
and intelligence, more 
perfect than human 
beings, present since 
creation. They watch 
over us, protect us, guide 
us and help us to stay 
close to God.

“From its beginning 
until death human life is surrounded by 
their watchful care and intercession. 
Beside each believer stands an angel 
as protector and shepherd leading him 
to life.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 336) On the other hand, Satan 
and his demons seek to rob us of our 
peace, our freedom in Christ, our 
desire to walk in in truth and goodness, 
tempting us in ways large and small to 
sin and to walk away from God.

If we are following Christ, we are 
probably aware that we are in a spiritual 
battle. “For our struggle is not with 
flesh and blood but with principalities, 
with the powers, with the world rulers 
of this present darkness, with the evil 

spirits in the heavens.” (Eph 6:12) 
The battle is also being fought on our 
behalf by the holy angels. It is a reality 
to which we are likely oblivious as we 
go about our business.

In our homes and even in our 
places of work, we need to be vigilant 
about the spiritual battle that is being 
waged around us I’d like to share some 

of the prayers we use in 
our family to ask for 
guidance and protection 
of the holy angels.

When our children 
were small, part of our 
morning routine before 
they headed off for 
school was to pray to 

their guardian angel to protect them. 
We used a very old prayer—“Angel 
of God, my guardian dear, to whom 
God’s love commits me here. Ever this 
day be at my side, to light and love, to 
rule and guide.”
Hanging in our entryway is a beautiful 
prayer—“Visit this dwelling, Lord, 
we beg you, and drive from it all the 
snares of the evil one; may your holy 
angels dwell here to guard us in peace, 
and you’re your blessing remain with 
us always, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.”

Included in our morning prayers 
is the prayer to St. Michael: “St. 
Michael the Archangel, defend us 

Angels
Our Heavenly Helpers

By Sue Atkinson



in battle. Be our defense against the 
wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray, 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
hosts, by the power of God, thrust into 
hell Satan and all of the evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the 
ruin of souls. Amen.”

Sometimes things seem a bit 
“off” in our home. There is a sense that 
there is some spiritual disquiet, a lack 
of harmony between us, or things just 
don’t feel right. Sprinkling holy water 
in all of the rooms in the house and 
invoking the cleansing power of the 
Holy Spirit, we invite angels to come 
and dwell with us.

We need to guard against the 
tendency—found among some 
believers—to emphasize the demonic 
in the world, spending more time 
praying against evil that giving glory 
to God and invoking his angels. Satan 
does not have the last word, and Jesus 
Himself told us that “the gates of hell 
will not prevail against it [the Church]. 
(Mt 16:18)

As real as demons are, they are 
limited in their ability to interfere 

in our lives. “The power of Satan, 
is, nonetheless, not infinite…Satan 
cannot prevent the building up of 
God’s reign…It is a great mystery 
that providence should permit 
diabolical activity, but “we know that 
in everything God works it out for the 
good with those who love Him.’ (Rom 
8:28) (CCC 395)

Accompanied by angels, fierce 
spiritual beings that do battle for us 
every day, we are not left alone in our 
fight against evil. Each of us has a 
guardian angel given to us, to protect 
us from evil and lead us to do good. 
Building a relationship with our angel 
and treating him as a heavenly friend, 
we find strength, encouragement 
and good company for our earthly 
journey to heaven. Because they are 
pure spirit whose job is to lead us to 
heaven, we can trust in the guidance 
and inspiration of our guardian angel 
and the actions of the holy angels. The 
whole army of Heaven is on our side!

Reprinted with permission from  
The Bread of Life, March/ April 2017
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259) Not only with words and with 
lives transformed, but also with signs 
and wonders. “Let yourselves be led 
by the Holy Spirit, with that freedom 
and, please, do not cage the Holy 
Spirit. With liberty!” (2014) “God 
himself confirmed their witness with 
signs and marvels and miracles of all 
kinds, and by distributing the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit in the various ways he 
wills.” (Heb 2:4)

(For more on the Renewal’s history see, 
among others, Celebrating a Charismatic 
Jubilee by Fr. Bob Hogan, BBD).

www.nsc-chariscenter.org/statement-
on-year-of-jubilee-2017/
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(Continued from p. 8)
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Alleluia!

August 12 
Perpetual Profession of 

 Sisters Marguerite Marie Waghorn 
and Michael Marie Truong 
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DLJC News

July 
1. 3-19, Sisters Mary Justin and Ana Chiara, Mission Trip to Tanzania.
2. 21-23, 2017 Jubilee Conference, Pittsburg, PA Mother Juana Teresa, 
       Sisters Elizabeth Ann, Bernadette, Joan and Raphaelle Marie, mission 
       advancement and vocations booth
3. 28-30, Albuquerque Charismatic Conference 
4. 15-18, Sr. Mary Gianna, Vita Consecrata Institute

August
5. 6, Anniversary of Vows Celebration! Sisters Rita, Joan and Cecilia 

       celebrated 30 years; Sr. Elizabeth Ann 10 years

4

5

2

1

3
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6. 15, Sr. Christine Marie speaker at Serra Club, Amarillo TX
7. 20-24, Sisters Damiana and Raphaelle Marie, religious presence N.E.T. 

Training, Camp Wapo, Amery,WI
8. 26, Sisters Mary Justin and Ana Chiara, Training for Tri-State Fair, St. 

Mary's Amarillo, TX
September 

9. 1-3, Sisters Ana Chiara and Michael Marie, vocations booth, Southern 
California Regional Conference, Anaheim, CA

10. 9, Sisters Joan and Angela, Day of Reflection for St. Stephen's Ministers
11. 9,  Sr. Clara, Life in the Spirit Seminar, Blessed Sacrament, Amarillo, TX

6

8

1110

9

7

6
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LOVE

Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312 Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement Assistant

sistersdljc@gmail.com

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 
79102

(806) 679-4525Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement Director

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Dear Beloved Friends and Family,

As Sisters, we are sometimes asked, “what are you?”  Among some of the 
proposed ideas, from children, have been: "heaven", "girl god", "Mary", "the 
church," etc.  A few giggles have arisen in these situations. 

I do know what we are – grateful.  We are grateful for each and everyone of you 
who have helped us by your financial and material provision, prayers and volunteer 
work.  It is a joy to see our DLJC family continually growing.  Together we make a 
great team!

Thanks to your prayers we have 3 new vocations.  Thanks to your financial 
and material support St. Anthony’s chapel, newly renovated on the inside, created a 
beautiful backdrop for the perpetual profession of two Sisters in August.  From L.A. 
to Minnesota, the Lord has provided for us through you to minister to the spiritually 
poor recently.  In other words – much fruit is coming forth from our collaboration.  
Anything is possible together with the Lord guiding us.

We are grateful that you open your hearts and homes to receive us.  United in 
Christ, the world becomes smaller and brighter.  Our world is brighter with you in 
it.  Thank you!

     With much gratitude,

                a brand new look to our website www.dljc.orgCheck  it out!
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Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of 
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor you 
make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you in this 
life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters and 
at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember to 
inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately as 
well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Thank You

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time or 
occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful 
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission and 

great commandment of the Lord.

for Your Support!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving. 
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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