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From the Editor

“Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev. 21:5)
A new year, a new inspiration. A priest friend of the Community 

once said  that God is always in the “newness business.” Indeed, He is! This 
year, 2018, we begin this issue of Praise Him! with a fresh look and in full 
color. Many of our faithful readers know that our publication has evolved 
a few times from its inception forty-five years ago and now a new inspira-
tion has materialized.

God has been good to us. He continues to bless us in being able to 
spread the Good News of His love to so many people worldwide. Praise 
Him! has been very much a part of our mission of evangelization. That 
is why we strive to improve our humble publication as the Holy Spirit 
inspires us.

We appreciate those of you who had taken the time to encourage 
us in this ministry through written notes, email and phone calls. We are 
happy that we can serve you in this way. We are always edified to hear 
that our articles have been a source of inspiration to many of you and/or a 
resource for teaching. We carefully pick and choose the articles we put in 
hoping that they will speak to you.

We continue to keep you updated on our missionary activities and 
some Community Events through our DLJC News. In this issue we are 
featuring a couple of special events we had, our annual Community 
Retreat and the celebration of our 46th Anniversary of foundation. We 
hope you enjoy them.

Being a Community that relies wholly on divine providence, our 
Mission Advancement page continues to remind you of our needs to 
sustain our life and mission, including the publication and 
mailing of Praise Him! which we send free with no strings 
attached. We are grateful to our readers for your support 
and for taking part in spreading God’s love by sharing 
your copy of Praise Him! with others. 

We are indeed blessed to be able to reach out 
to you our readers on all the continents of the world 
through Praise Him! We hope and pray that this New Year 
2018 will bring you a fresh start and a new beginning in the Lord.

     God bless you,
               Sister Catherine Flores, DLJC



Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

A Note From

LOVE
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Grace-filled New Year to you!
The last week of the year is set aside for our community retreat. We were 

blessed to have Msgr. David Toups, S.T.D. as our retreat master. He led us to 
ponder together the Sisters’ vocation as Daughters of God the Father, Brides of 
Jesus and Spiritual Mothers. As I reflected upon these, I could not stop thinking 
about Mother Mary. She embodies all these facets in a profound way, especially 
being a Mother, as Jesus said on the cross, “Son, here is your mother.” (Jn 19:25)

In my religious life, many people call me their spiritual mother. They 
reveal their souls and hearts to me and expect me to nourish them in their 
spiritual journey. This makes me ask, “How is my relationship with Mary as my 
Spiritual Mother?”, “Have I sought her guidance as my Mother?”

Mary is the one who said, “Yes” to the will of the heavenly Father with 
complete generosity. She lived her life in fulfillment of the will of the Father. 
When we approach her as our Spiritual Mother and guide she will teach us and 
tell us: “Do whatever he tells you”. (Jn 2:5)

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, St. John Paul II and many other Saints had 
a deep relationship with Mary as their Spiritual Mother. Would you join me, 
in seeking the motherly guidance of Mary this year? We will be in the great  
company of the saints in this quest!

Let us together say with St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, “Mary, Mother of 
Jesus, be a mother to me now.” 

“ From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.” (Jn. 19:27)
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In the first mystery, The 
Annunciation, Mary’s whole life was 
centered around and dedicated to the 
Lord. This Mary was able to embrace 
her call with confidence and total 
surrender. When she saw her own 
humanity and inability to bear Jesus 
on her own; she asked the angel, “How 
can this be since I do not know man?” 
The angel Gabriel’s answer to her is 
the same answer we all receive when 
we ask the Lord, “Who me? How 
can I do that?” The Lord promises 
through the angel, “The power of the 

Most High will overshadow you….” 
If we are really going to win people 
for Christ it must be done through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We must 
not stand in the way, but let the power 
of God overshadow our ministries. 
With Mary let us reply, “Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord, let it be done 
to me according to your word.” (Lk 
1:38)

The mystery of The Visitation 
calls us to “go” sometimes “in haste” 
to those in need. When Mary found 
out that her older cousin was pregnant, 

Joyful Mysteries of Mary;
a Model for Evangelization

By Sr. Mary Thomas Windfeldt, DLJC

When I was praying about a ministry, I saw a painting of the 
Presentation of our Lord in the Temple. My first thought was to 
pray, “Mary pray for me that I can make a good presentation!” I 
then saw that not only in the mystery of the Presentation was Mary 
teaching us how to evangelize by offering Jesus in the Temple, but 
all the Joyful Mysteries can speak to us about evangelization.



she could have come up with 
several legitimate reasons for 
not traveling to help Elizabeth. 
If she took off to the hill 
country and came back three 
of four months pregnant, what 
would people think? What 
about Joseph? She already has 
some explaining to do.  Or 
simply: “It’s just really out of 
my way and inconvenient”. 
No, she lets charity be her 
guide. She makes the effort, 
takes the journey. Are we that 
ready to step out and go the 
extra mile to share Jesus with 
others? Elizabeth is touched, 
and feels honored because 
of the visitation and Mary 
proclaims her Magnificat. 
Like Mary our stance in 
evangelization is proclamation 
and service. Let us witness, “The 
Almighty has done great things for 
me and holy is his name.”

The Birth of our Lord calls us to 
bear Jesus to the world, in word and in 
deed. What we say and do should let 
the world know about “Emmanuel–
God is with us.” Jesus was born 
in a lowly manger, again, not so 
convenient for Mary and Joseph. It’s 
not where one would expect to find 
the King of Kings. The situations we 
find ourselves in when evangelizing 
are not always ideal, but the Lord 
works it all to the good. Sometimes, 
what we thought to be a problem ends 
up speaking more eloquently of God’s 
love than if everything was “perfect.” 

It was signs and wonders that led 
a diverse people to Jesus: the angels 
appeared and told the poor, simple 

shepherds, a great star led the mighty, 
wise men. We can depend on that 
same power of God to draw people 
towards Jesus today. We simply need 
to be avialable and aware. “...For our 
gospel came to you not only by word, 
but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit.” (1 Thes 1:5)

The Presentation really spoke 
to me. Mary and Joseph bringing 
Jesus to the temple exemplifies the 
need to bear witness to Christ within 
the Church community. As we bear 
Christ within our faith communities 
it encourages others to witness to the 
Lord. Simeon, the priest and Anna, 
the prophetess, both prophesied at 
the coming of the Holy Family in the 
temple. God  puts an anticipation, a 
hungering in peoples heart. As we 
bring Jesus to them the Holy Spirit 
gives them an “aha” moment; they are 
ready to recieve and later proclaim, 
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Joyful Mysteries of Mary;
a Model for Evangelization
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“Now you can let your servant go in 
peace, your word has been fulfilled, 
and I have seen the salvation...”

But Simeon had a hard word for 
Mary. In this mystery we come to the 
awareness of how we will suffer for 
the sake of Christ–we must embrace 
the Cross “so that the hearts of many 
will be laid bare.” (Lk 2: 35) “If any 
man would come after me, let him 
deny himself, take up his cross and 
follow me.” (Mt 16: 24)

The Finding of Jesus in the 
temple speaks of putting the Father’s 
business as top priority; seeking His 
will above all else. At age twelve, 
Jesus would have  celebrated His 
Bar Mitzvah, making Him an adult 
member of the synagogue. He 
assumed His role as teacher in the 
temple. He was about His Father’s 
business. Unfortunate for Mary and 
Joseph, they didn’t even imagine 
that their Son would stay back in the 
temple. But notice that 
after His parents made 
their will known, He 
went home and was 
obedient to them.

Sometimes it can 
feel that we have a 
mission from God but 
our family or those in 
authority are asking 
something else of us. As 
we surrender our plans 
and understanding to 
others needs or to those 
in authority, the Lord 
blesses our obedience.

Looking from 
either Mary and 
Joseph’s fear of having 

lost their child and Jesus returning to 
Nazareth with them we are reminded 
that things aren’t always in our 
control; they don’t always turn out the 
way we would expect. We must never 
take our eyes off of Jesus and if we do 
we need to seek Him out diligently. 
Where we find Jesus we find the truth 
and He will speak through us so that 
even the wise are amazed. 

In conclusion, to follow the Lord 
as a good evangelist we must: 
• be prepared to accept the call, 
• go forth to proclaim and serve, 
• bear the Word of God whether 

convenient or inconvenient, 
• take up your cross and 
• put it all in the Lord’s hands. 
He is always in control. Through His 
Spirit, He will lead us, anoint us and 
speak through us. He is the one who 
gifts us with what we need and the 
only one who can truly change hearts.



To go on mission is not to engage 
in tourism, and Jesus admonishes 
His disciples: “You will encounter 
persecutions.” Thus He exhorts them: 
“Have no fear of them; for nothing is 
covered that will not be revealed [. . 
.] What I tell you in the dark, utter in 
the light [. . .] And do not fear those 
who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul.” 
(vv. 26-28) They can 
only kill the body, but 
they do not have power 
to kill the soul: have 
no fear of them. Jesus’ 
sending the disciples 
on mission does not 
guarantee them success, 
as it does not shelter them from 
failures and sufferings. They must 
take into account be it the possibility 
of rejection be it that of persecution. 
This is somewhat frightening, but it 
is the truth.

The disciple is called to 
conform himself to Christ’s own 
life, who was persecuted by men, 

knew rejection, abandonment and 
death on the cross. Christian mission 
dominated by tranquility does not 
exist. Difficulties and tribulations are 
part of the work of evangelization, 
and we are called to find in them the 
occasion to verify the authenticity 
of our faith and of our relationship 

with Jesus. We must regard these 
difficulties as the possibility to be 
even more missionaries and to grow 
in that trust of God, our Father, who 
does not abandon His children in the 
hour of the storm. In the difficulties of 
Christian witness in the world, we are 
never forgotten, but always helped 
by the Father’s loving concern. 

Angelus Address: 
On the Life of the Missionary Disciple

By Pope Francis 
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In today’s Gospel (Cf. Mt. 10:26-33), the Lord Jesus, after calling 
and sending His disciples on mission, He instructed and prepared 
them to face the trials and persecutions they would encounter. 

The disciple is called to conform 
himself to Christ’s own life, who was 
persecuted by men, knew rejection, 

abandonment and death on the cross. 
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Therefore, in today’s Gospel, for a 
good three times Jesus reassures the 
disciples saying: “Have no fear!”

In our days also, brothers and 
sisters, persecution against Christians 
is present. We pray for our brothers 
and sisters who are persecuted and 
we praise God because, despite this, 
they continue to witness to their faith 
with courage and fidelity. May their 

example help us to not hesitate in 
taking a position in favor of Christ, 
witnessing for Him courageously 
in everyday situations, even in 
apparently tranquil contexts. In 
fact, a form of test could also be the 
absence of hostilities and tribulations. 
In addition to being “sheep in the 
midst of wolves,” in our time also 
the Lord sends us as watchmen in the 
midst of people who do not want to 
be awakened from worldly torpor, 
who ignore the words of Truth of 
the Gospel, constructing their own 
ephemeral truths. And 
if we move and live in 
these contexts and say 
the Words of the Gospel, 
this annoys and we will 
not be looked at well.

However, in all of 
this the Lord continues 
to say to us, as He said to 
the disciples of His time: 

“Have no fear!” Let us not forget this 
word: When we have some tribulation, 
some persecution, something that 
makes us suffer, we must always 
listen to Jesus’ voice in our heart: 
“Have no fear! Have no fear; go on! 
I am with you!”  Have no fear of one 
who derides you and mistreats you; 
and have no fear of one who ignores 
or honors you “before” others but 

“behind” you combats 
the Gospel. There are so 
many that smile before 
us but behind us they 
combat the Gospel. We 
all know them. Jesus 
does not leave us alone: 
each one is precious for 

Jesus, and He accompanies us.
May the Virgin Mary, model of 

humble and courageous adherence 
to the Word of God, help us to 
understand that, in witnessing the 
faith, successes do not count but 
fidelity, fidelity to Christ, recognizing 
in any circumstances, even the most 
problematic, the inestimable gift of 
being His missionary disciples.

Translation by Virginia M. Forrester 
Zenit (info@zenit.org) June 25, 2017

“...The Lord continues to say to us, 
as He said to the disciples of  

His time: “Have no fear!”  



It is relatively easy to start a fire 
or to be ignited by a fire. To keep a fire 
burning for a long time, through all 
of life’s tempests and adversities, is a 
rather difficult task. It takes stamina 
and perseverance.

I think the fire that was entrusted 
to us as a Charismatic Renewal 
resembles the bonfires of my youth: 
a fire was entrusted to us: the 
experience of the action of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives, in our Church, in 
our time. This fire should now burn 
in us, should become big and strong. 
There are three questions we need to 
ask ourselves:

How can we let this fire take 
hold of us (anew)? Over the last few 
years, we have really focused on this 
question. It is about experiencing the 
action of the Holy Spirit afresh every 

day. It is about living in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit and using the charisms, 
both in our daily lives and in special 
situations, are the foundation. These 
experiences resemble the lighting up 
of the fire: Enthusiasm springs forth, 
flames spread in no time, the fire 
burns brightly and can be seen from 
afar.

How can we keep the fire burning 
for a long time? A fire needs to be fed; 
you constantly need to add logs or the 
fire will die down. The same is true 
for our relationship to God. It is not 
enough to know about baptism in the 
Holy Spirit or to have experienced 
it way back. We constantly need to 
focus on God, seeking his presence. 
We need to let him fill us and take 
hold of us over and again. This is the 
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Keeping and Spreading the Fire 
Through a Personal Life 
of Prayer and Service

By Christof Hemberger

When I was young I used to attend a summer camp. In the 
evenings, we regularly had bonfires. One of the team placed wood 
in an elaborate tower. When it was lit, the dry sticks burnt until 
high flames ignited the thicker logs which would burn way into the 
night. A bit of wood was added regularly to feed the fire so that it 
would burn for a long time.
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only way to safeguard that the fire is 
not just a flash in the pan. This is how 
our personal life can withstand the 
tempests and adversities of life and 
so that we do not remain in the initial 
excitement or even lose it but grow 
in depth and maturity. A continuous 
encounter with the Lord, constantly 
being filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and an intimate prayer life are what 
it takes to not only ignite the fire but 
keep it burning for a long time.

Finally, the third and last 
question: For whom is this fire 
supposed to burn? Has God entrusted 
us with the fire so that we feel good, 
enjoying a cozy life in our prayer 
groups? Of course not! Sure, the 
Spirit of God should take hold of our 
personal lives, penetrating us with 
his power, joy, and peace day by day. 
But this is not the end of the task; it is 
the beginning! We are called to share 
and pass on this fire! We share in the 
mission of Jesus to set captives free, 
to open the eyes of the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and bring the Good 
News to the poor of this world (see Lk 
4:18-19) We live in a world that cries 
out for God’s 
love. To pass 
on the Good 
News is truly 
necessary. But 
how can it be 
done concretely 
and above all 
effectively?

I think 
we first need 
to answer the 
question: Have 
we started to 

keep the fire to ourselves? If this 
is the case, we need to repent and 
refocus. Then it is important to serve 
and, above all, live where God has 
placed us. This is where we are to be 
living testimonies to the world. Many 
have gotten used to withdrawing to a 
pious corner and renounce the world. 
I believe this is not what God wants. 
He has called us into this world to 
live there as his witnesses. There we 
can pass on what we have received 
through relationships and by serving 
our neighbor.

I want to encourage you today 
to keep the fire burning that God has 
placed in your life. This is best done 
by a regular prayer life and a deep 
relationship to the Lord. Only then 
will we succeed on the long journey 
to keep the fire burning that God 
has placed in us. And only then will 
we succeed in passing on this fire to 
others.

Reprinted from January-February 
2016 issue of the ICCRS Newsletter. 
(www.iccrs.org.)
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Community Retreat

DLJC 46th Anniversary

A time of remembering and thanking God for His abundant 
goodness towards the Community through the years.



DLJC News
1 2
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    New Mission: Sisters Bernadette and Mary Gianna,  
          The Ark and The Dove, Gibsonia, PA

    New Assignments: Sr. Clara, Casa de Nazaret, Monterrey, Mexico 
     Sr. Mariana, Motherhouse, Prayer Town, Texas

 November
  9-13, Come and See at Prayer Town, TX

    23, New Postulants: Zayra at Prayer Town, TX
       Sophia and Angela at Monterrey House, Mexico
    11, Sister Lucy, Charismatic Conference, Houston, TX

1

2

3
4
5

6

6
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December
  2, Sisters Joan and Angela, Christian Mothers Retreat, Panhandle, TX
  2-6, Sisters Lucy and Catherine, Parish Mission , Spalding, NE
  8, Sisters Joan and Christine Marie, St. Mary’s School Staff Retreat,    
        Amarillo, TX
          16-18, Sisters Marguerite Marie and Grace Maria, "Fiat", KS
    28-30, Community Retreat with Msgr. David Toups, S.T.D.
    (more photos on p. 11)

January 2018
         1, 46th Anniversary celebration of DLJC’s Foundation (actual  

          date is January 22) (more photos on p. 11)

7
8
9

10
11

12

11

12



Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement 

Assistant

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Director

Dear Family & Friends,
   Happy New Year! The Lord has many 
amazing things in store for all of us 
this year. How do I know that? Because 
He is in the newness business.  He 
has new gifts and graces for each of 
us if only we are ready and willing 
to receive them.
   Speaking of newness,we have several 
projects that we are seeking new 
partners to help us with.  You have a 
special opportunity to be a part of 
the following:

1. Sending Sisters to World Youth Day 
in Panama ($1,900 per Sister)

2. Education - purchasing CD/DVD  
classes,attending seminars and summer 
college courses

3. Replacing the air conditioning/
heater units for our retreat house 
rooms ($5,000)

4. Reroofing St. Bonaventure formation 
house ($25,000)

5. Laptops - we have many computers 
that need to be updated to Windows 10 to 
continue our work of evangelization. 
If you have an old one in good working 
condition or would like to purchase 
a new one for our ministry, we'd be 
grateful.
   If you are interested in assisting 
with any of the above, please earmark 
them when sending your donation. 
   May the joy of the Lord be your 
strength each day in 2018.

   With a joyful heart,

Begging Box

Laptops
Vegetables

Meat
Household Supplies

Round Tables
Lowe's Gift Cards
Ceramic Heaters

Online giving is even easier now at www.dljc.org “Donate”

Prefer
automatic
giving?

We can help you set it 
up! Give us a call.
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Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of 
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor 
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you 
in this life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters 
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember 
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately 
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Thank You

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time 
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful 
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission 

and great commandment of the Lord.

for Your Support!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving. 
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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