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Dear Friends,
Jesus loves you!
In May of this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we celebrated the 25th Anniversary
of Sister Kateri’s Vows. I remember walking into the Motherhouse Chapel
twenty-four years ago and seeing a Sister sitting by the piano. She was radiating
with joy and love. Then I realized no matter where I saw her, whether in the
garden, in the kitchen or on retreats, she continued to radiate this love and
joy. As a young postulant, I remember trying to learn from all my senior
Sisters. Each of them was a unique jewel of virtue and holiness and I wanted
to discover all their secrets to holiness.
One day, I came to this secret of Sr. Kateri’s constant joy. It was union
with Jesus. Jesus was her constant Companion and her Love. Thus, whatever
Sr. Kateri was called to do, she did it with great joy, because her Love, her
Groom was with her. He was her unchanging and lasting Joy. Yes, I hope that
you’ll get to meet Sr. Kateri one day. She always brings smiles to those whom
she meets.
My friends, let us open our hearts to Jesus Mercy. Let us allow Him to be
our constant Companion and everlasting Joy.
Come Lord Jesus! Be our Joy!
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The New Evangelization
in the Year of
"Mission in Mercy"
By Tom Mangan
When I study Sacred Scripture I read
it as though I am doing so for the first
time, I try not to anticipate what is about
to happen. Then I place myself into the
story and let it take me to wherever
it goes. The result is almost always
enlightening and sometimes downright
hilarious.
As I was reflecting
on this year of “Mission
in Mercy,” I read the
Gospel of Mark 4:35-5:5.
Speaking to His disciples,
Jesus says, “Let’s go to the
other side of the lake". Now
this suggestion couldn’t be
more routine. Their eager
response was probably not
unlike something we might
say, “Sure, why not?” There is no reason
to deny Jesus this simple request. I can
hear them say something like, “Let’s do
it!”
Little do they know what is about
to happen—a furious storm develops
that terrifies these seasoned fishermen.
Now in the midst of this “hurricane,”
Jesus is not steering nor bailing water—
instead he is fast asleep! (You’ve got to
be kidding me!) Apparently this is fine
sleeping weather for him. Remember,

this little excursion was his idea in the
first place.
Finally, in their fear and anger they
awaken and rebuke him, “Do you not
care that we are perishing?” After he
rebukes the storm, he rebukes them by
saying, “Why are you afraid? Have you
still no faith?”
But wait, it gets
worse. When they arrive
safely on the other side the
welcoming committee is
led by a demoniac! (You’ve
got to be kidding me,
Jesus!)This isn’t what they
signed up for.
When we answer the
call to tell the Good News
of mercy, I’m sure, like the
disciples rowing to the other side of the
lake, we have no idea what may happen.
Our call to evangelize is not easy.
It is a daily challenge to live up to it,
but I believe baptism in the Holy Spirit
emboldens us. Moreover, Pope Francis
thinks so too! Over the past few years he
has challenged us to promote the culture
of Pentecost.
The Holy Father exhorts us as
missionary disciples—we are called
out into the deep where the waters are
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rough and we don’t yet know what that
means or where that may take us—but
it will be full of surprises. When the
disciples signed on as evangelizers, they
were stepping into the unknown. They
knew precious little of what Jesus had in
mind. They were simply committed to a
person in whom they had belief and trust
and they were willing to put their lives
on the line. So must we.
Like them, we never know what
God has in store for us when he calls.
When Jesus says, “Come, follow Me,”
He plays rough. The call stretches us. It
takes us to places we never thought we
could go and causes us to
be more than we thought
we could be. Difficulties
make us look into
ourselves to see if anybody
is home. Pursuing the call
will soon reveal who we
are and whose we are.
The purpose of the
Father is to stretch us into the image
of His Son. We want to become more
like the Master than those to whom the
Master has called us to serve. To be
Christ-like is no easy task. It is more
important than ministry and requires
great grace and trust. We need the Holy
Spirit if we are to succeed in fulfilling our
mission in mercy as new evangelizers.
We need his courage and strength if we
are to face our culture and “go out to the
peripheries” to reach sacramentalized
Catholics, the unchurched and the dechurched.
Our mission is to be laced with
mercy. Our call must be one that goes
beyond words and into actions; it should
be a state of being. The glory of God
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must shine through all that we do.
I believe that we can only give what
we ourselves have actually received—
and we have received a lot. The joy
of the Lord, the zeal for spreading his
Kingdom, and the love that has been
poured into our hearts (Rom 5:5) as a
result of baptism in the Holy Spirit are
just some of the fruits that are ours to
share with others.
Pope Francis has “commissioned”
us to take baptism in the Holy Spirit to
the whole Church and beyond. But even
more than that, our mission includes
creating a “culture of Pentecost”—a
loving environment where
the Holy Spirit is known
and His fruit is evident.
To this end we
have the Life in the
Spirit Seminar, a unique
instrument to bring others into this wonderful
“current of grace” that we
so enjoy. It can be a tool to evangelize
our families, friends, co-workers,
neighbors and fellow parishioners. But
to use this tool effectively, we must
approach people with a fresh fervor and
enthusiasm. We should use every means
available for our mission, including
social media and other new venues at
our disposal to “shout from the house
-tops.”
Though we may not be teachers
and feel ill-equipped to lead a Life in the
Spirit Seminar, we can still respond to
Pope Francis’ exhortation to evangelize.
We have a story to tell, so tell it we must.
It is our personal story of how God’s
grace has flooded our hearts; how it has
changed us and shaped our lives.
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No one can resist a heartfelt
testimony of how the Holy Spirit altered
our lives. A person with an argument is
no match for a person with an authentic
experience of God’s manifest presence.
In his own inimitable fashion,
Pope Francis calls us on even further by
saying we should be “acting in mercy,
especially to the poor.”
This witness of lifting up the lowly,
acting kindly to the downtrodden,
visiting the sick and praying for all
those in desperate situations are visible
signs of what the Holy
Father has in mind. He
wants to see a reflection
of “Christ in you, the
hope of glory” (Col
1:27). He recognizes that
there is a hurting world
that we cannot ignore—
the least we can do is to
demonstrate the Gospel
in our corporal works of
mercy. The Kingdom is
here and we must go to
tell the news wherever
we can.
Let's be clear. Gratitude for the
love of the Holy Spirit being poured
into our hearts is compelling us to join
in Jesus’ mission in the world. His love
provides the possibility for us to go
after the lost ones.

How can we suppress the desire to
share with others this great grace that
is now ours? It is because of what we
have received that we can freely give.
The greater our love is, the greater is
our compassion for those who have no
experience of such a Savior. The burden
of mission moves us to share what we
enjoy with those who don’t have it.
Pope Francis says it this way,
“…and with Bibles, with the Word of
God, go, preach the novelty that Jesus
has given us. Preach to the poor, to
the marginalized, to the
blind, to the sick, to the
imprisoned, to all men
and women…May the
Lord accompany you on
this mission.”
I will end where
I began, with another
boating sequence from
John 6:16-21, where
Jesus walks on the water
and
approaches
the
disciples who rowed out
about three miles. Again
they are terrified because the sea is
rough and the wind is wild, but when
Jesus draws closer they are glad to take
him in and immediately they arrive at
the land to which they are going.
Wow, You’ve got to be kidding me,
Jesus!

(Used with permission from PENTECOST Today, Spring 2016)
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God’s Mercy Runs to Meet Us
Pastoral Letter—Part 1
Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM Cap.
(Excerpts from the Pastoral Letter of
Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM Cap.
addressed to the Archdiocese of Boston
on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3, 2016.)
Introduction: Merciful like the Father
Jesus is the face of the Father’s mercy
and love. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus
taught that God’s ways toward sinners
and the “lost” were different from the
harsh ways of the Pharisees and other
leaders at the time. Jesus’
acts of compassion and
his teachings of the
Father’s mercy are the
“beating heart of the
Gospel” (Misericordiae
Vultus 12)
....
[In] the Parable of the Prodigal Son
. . . we see a clear difference between the
ways of the Father and of the world. The
father in the parable has two sons. The
younger son has decided that he wants
to make his life without his father, and
so he demands his inheritance as if his
father were already dead (see Lk 15:132). This is a metaphor for sin, which is
when we try to live our life without God.
We take all the gifts God has given us,
and we resolve to use them for our own
benefit and enjoyment without much
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thought about others’ needs.
....
All of us need to know how much
God loves us and wants to embrace and
forgive us. In the parable, the father
represents our God who is able not
only to satisfy the son’s hunger but
also restore his dignity. The older son
represents the attitude of the scribes and
Pharisees who often place the law and
harsh judgment above
the demands of love. .
. . The father sees the
prodigal son with love
and compassion and
rejoices because he
was dead and has now
returned to life. The
reaction of the older
son is anger; he is not capable of seeing
anything but his brother’s sin. . . .
Just as the father goes out to
embrace the prodigal son and bring him
home, he also searches for the elder son
to teach him to be merciful. The father
loves and forgives both sons and wants
them to live in peace and harmony.
The father rejoices over the conversion
of the younger son and hopes for the
conversion of the older . . . .
The parable defines very well
the mercy of God and the mission of
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Jesus who has come to call sinners. A
better name for the story would be the
“Parable of the Merciful Father” because
the main message is about the father’s
forgiving love, not the younger son’s sin.
It demonstrates the connection between
repentance and joy — the joy of the
repentant sinner who experiences God's
loving forgiveness and also the joy that
God feels in our return.
In our lives as Jesus’ disciples,
we also are called to two progressions
illustrated by the parable. First, we are
invited to “come to our senses” like
the younger son if we
have chosen to separate
ourselves from the
love of our Heavenly
Father and take the steps
toward being reconciled
with God.
Second,
during
this Year of Mercy, we
are also summoned to
change the way we view other sinners
and all those in need of mercy. Instead
of seeing them like the older brother or
the Pharisees did, we are invited to look
at them with the eyes of the Merciful
Father and to imitate God’s mercy in our
outreach to them.
That is why Pope Francis has
chosen the theme Merciful Like the
Father for this Jubilee Year of Mercy
(based on Lk 6:36). Sin, though tragic
because it leads to a separation from
God and others, is not the end of the
story because repentance leads to new
life. When we see sinners and all those
who are “lost,” let us always try to lead
them to this joyful path of reconciliation
with the Father and the happy road to
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restoration within our family of faith.
This Pastoral Letter will explain
how we can put into practice a life of
mercy and forgiveness and the many
opportunities during this Jubilee to grow
in joy and become Merciful Like the
Father.
....
Living mercy: The corporal and
spiritual works of mercy
When speaking to Catholic school
students, I often explain that the Church
exists to teach them about God, teach
them about why each of
us is here, and teach us
what God is asking us to
do with our lives.
God has given us
answers to life’s biggest
questions
through
Sacred Scripture, Sacred
Tradition and Divine
Revelation, especially
through sending his Son, Jesus into the
world just over 2,000 years ago. Jesus
answered questions for us such as, What
is God like? What truly makes us happy?
What actions please God? What must
we do to inherit eternal life?
These are all important questions.
To the scribes of Jesus’ time, one of
the biggest questions was, “What
commandment is the most important?”
Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind. This is
the foremost commandment. The second
is like it, You shall love your neighbor as
yourself” (Mt 22:37-39).
This led to additional questions
such as, whom does God want me to love
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(who is my neighbor) and how does God
want us to love?
In response to the question of
whom to love, Jesus answers by telling
us the story of the Good Samaritan. To
understand it fully, we need to understand
the poor relationship between the Jews
and Samaritans at that time. For Jesus’
audience, the words good and Samaritan
would never appear in the same sentence.
The parable begins by telling us of a
Jewish man who was mugged and left
for dead. It then tells us that at least
two Jews (a priest and a Levite) passed
him without doing anything to help
him. Then a foreigner,
a Samaritan, comes
by.
The Samaritan
man sees the wounded
Jewish man and is
moved to compassion.
He administers first aid,
takes him to a hotel,
pays for his food and
lodging, and then offers to return and pay
for any other expenses. Jesus concludes
the story by stating that we are called to
be neighbors to everyone and that the
“neighbor is the one that shows mercy”
(Lk 10:30-37).
Jesus also answers the question of
how God wants us to love in the Gospel
of Matthew. The Church later named
these the corporal works of mercy. Jesus
taught, “For I was hungry, and you gave
me something to eat; I was thirsty, and
you gave me something to drink; I was
a stranger, and you invited me in; naked,
and you clothed me; I was sick, and you
visited me; I was in prison, and you came
to me” (Mt 25: 33-46).
Jesus is telling us that one of the
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principal ways in which we serve and
love God is to perform these acts of
mercy. For centuries, the Church has
taught the corporal and spiritual works
of mercy as ways to put mercy into
practice.
A Year of Mercy is a trial run to
make God’s mercy visible in the world.
To take care of each other, forgive each
other, and help each other to practice
the works of mercy with each other.
Look at the Good Samaritan and look
at his willingness to forgive and make
sacrifices for a stranger. When we imitate
him, the Church teaches that we will live
a good life, a happy life,
and lead a life full of
meaning that will make
a difference and prepare
us for eternal happiness
where we hope to hear
the words Jesus shared
in Matthew 25, “Come,
you that are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world”
(Mt 25: 34).
....
During this Year of Mercy, our
task is to bring liberation to those
who are oppressed and captive. In
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
some of the worst forms of oppression
and captivity are the addictions that
destroy peoples’ lives: heroin, alcohol,
and pornography. Drug overdose is the
leading cause of accidental deaths in
the U.S., with 47,000 lethal overdoses
last year; in Massachusetts there are
almost three times as many deaths from
overdoses as from automobile accidents.
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We feel an urgent need to find solutions
since the negative impact is far-reaching,
leading to the eventual breakdown of
families, friendships, neighborhoods
and communities. As a work of mercy,
we must offer help, support and comfort
to those who have formed an addiction
to prescription pain-killers or illegal
drugs. We encourage our Catholic
community to inform our sisters and
brothers who are impacted by addiction
to turn to our faith community for
support, counsel and compassion.
Many people feel hopeless
in the face of this terrible
epidemic. Let us become
a spiritual field hospital for
these families. We must
remind them that God’s
mercy can break the chains
of addiction and lead to a
healthy, fruitful life.
In
addition
to
corporal works of mercy,
we practice spiritual works
of mercy that come from
various scriptural passages. Jesus gave
physical sight to a few, but spiritual
sight to many. He did not release
anyone from physical prisons, but
freed many from spiritual captivity.
Pope Francis is always reminding us
to practice spiritual works of mercy by
living as missionary disciples, going
out to teach the world about God’s love
and mercy, and responding to others’
spiritual needs.
....
Together as one Catholic family,
we can do more to teach about God
and the way he invites us to live, to
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mercifully correct those who need
correction, to give advice to those who
need it, to give comfort to those who
suffer, to be patient with others, to
forgive those who hurt us and to pray
for everyone that needs our prayers.
Forgiving others is one of the actions of
mercy that I’d most encourage this year.
Pope Francis wrote about the
connection of the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy and this Jubilee year:
“It is my burning desire that during
this Jubilee the Christian people may
reflect on the corporal
and spiritual works of
mercy. It will be a way to
reawaken our conscience,
too often grown dull in the
face of poverty. And let us
enter more deeply into the
heart of the Gospel where
the poor have a special
experience of God’s mercy.
Jesus introduces us to these
works of mercy in his
preaching so that we can
know whether or not we are living as his
disciples…We cannot escape the Lord’s
words to us, and they will serve as the
criteria upon which we will be judged”
(Misericordiae Vultus 15).
Seven Actions for this Jubilee Year Of
Mercy as recommended by Archbishop
O'Malley
1) Read about God’s mercy
So many people in our area
live hectic and busy lives. It can be
tough to slow down, sit in silence and
contemplate the mysteries and messages
of God . . . . Ask God to help you grow
in an appreciation for his mercy and to
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make you aware of ways to practice it.
Thank God sincerely in your heart for
the gift of mercy he has offered to you.
The Scriptures are the primary
sources of our understanding of God’s
mercy. The parables of mercy...are a
great place to start if we want to ponder
the mystery of God’s mercy toward us.
. . . Rediscover mercy by rediscovering
the beauty of Christ’s teaching in Sacred
Scripture.
Other resources developed for the
Year of Mercy may be helpful to you.
Pope Francis’ document, The Face
of Mercy, is available online and in
book format. Our Sunday Visitor has
published in English all the materials
developed by the Pontifical Council
for the New Evangelization for the
Year of Mercy. Dynamic Catholic also
has a wonderful book called Beautiful
Mercy, which is great for small group
discussions.
(DynamicCatholic.com/
year_of_mercy/#mercy_book)
2) Receive God’s mercy in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Each confession is an encounter
with the merciful Lord who, like the
loving father in the Parable of the
Prodigal Son, runs out to meet us and
rejoices when we return to him.
Many Catholics have been away
from this beautiful sacrament for
months, years and, in some cases,
decades. If we have been away for a
long time, like the younger son in the
parable, it is now time to “come to our
senses” and to realize that we will be
better off to be with our Father who

loves us.
During this Year of Mercy, let us
resolve to make it a more frequent habit.
3) Grant mercy to those who have hurt
you
We have all been hurt. Pain can
cause a hardened heart, making it
difficult to forgive. We can view those
who have hurt us like the elder brother
sees his younger brother in the parable.
Nevertheless, God asks us to
forgive—even
seventy-times-seven
times, which represents infinity.
Forgiving others makes us more like
God. In granting mercy like our
Heavenly Father does to us, we initiate
reconciliation and spark joy, not just for
those forgiven but also for ourselves
and for all those affected.
In prayer, ask the Father of Mercy
whom might you forgive during this
holy year—particularly family members
and formerly close friends . . . .
After coming up with a list, share
it with God in your prayer. Ask him to
help you to show them mercy and to
forgive them their trespasses. We want
to be “merciful as the father is merciful”
not “hardened as the older brother is
hardened.” Remember that when we
pray the Lord’s Prayer, we ask God
to forgive us our sins, just as we have
forgiven those who have sinned against
us. It is one of the most dangerous
petitions we will ever pray, but it is
central to a life of grace in Jesus Christ.
(To be continued in the September/
October 2016 issue of Praise Him!)

(Reprinted from Origins, April 14, 2016)

10

On May 28th, Sr. Kateri
celebrated 25 years in vows.
The Bishop presided at the
Mass. Her mother, Ruth
and sister, Connie, came
from Canada. Many long
time friends came to share
in the day. As Sr. Kateri
was honored, one quality
was always mentioned
her ability to rejoice in all
circumstances.
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Evangelization Workshop, Ft. Wayne, IN
May 13-15, Sr. Bernadette gave a retreat on "Equipped
with Tools for Service" to a group of 20 people from St.
Vincent de Paul Parish. The focus was training in the
Charismatic Service gifts of the Holy Spirit for ministry
and evangelization. Everyone on the retreat was very
open to receiving more. When the participants prayed
for each other for healing, several people reported their conditions improvement.

Life in the Spirit Seminar, Argyle, TX
May 20-21, Sr. Lucy led the seminar to a
group of 80 retreatants. The local leadership
also gave teaching and testimonies and led
praise and worship. It was an action packed
and fruitful weekend.

Middle School Retreat, Sweetwater, TX
June 17- 18, Sisters Mary Justin,
Marguerite Marie and Raphaelle Marie
were blessed by the participation and
receptivity of the 20 young teens taking
part in the retreat. They expressed great
devotion in times of prayer, praise and
worship.
Cradle of Hope Conference, Toronto, Canada
June 24-26, Sister Lucy spoke in the general assembly as
well as led a time of worship and spoke on the youth track,
inspired by John 18:4 and John 20:15 "Whom are you looking
for?" Sister was edified by how 250 leaders from such diverse
cultures worked together and blended so beautifully.
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Ablaze and Encounter Retreat, Bryan, TX
July 8, Sister Joan gave a workshop to the
staff members of ABLAZE Ministries on
Evangelization and how to give a short
testimony. There were 25 staff members. They
participated well and were blessed. July 9, she
gave a talk on "What is the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit" to 65-70 people at the Encounter
Retreat at Good Shepherd Chapel. One lady who came that night said she was
coming home to the Church after 10 years and was filled with excitement.
Family Life, Sante Fe, NM
Sr. Stella Maris is the Director of Family Life and
Evangelization for Santa Maria de le Paz Catholic
Community. Sr. Magdalena will join her sometime
after she finishes her work in Rome. She will be
the Director Hispanic Ministry.

Promoting Vocations
VBS - St. Joseph's, Amarillo, TX

Sr. Christine Marie

Steubenville Lone Star Youth Conference,
Dallas, TX
Come and See, Prayer Town, TX

Sr. Angela and Postulant Rebecca

June 26-30, two young women came to
visit to discern a call to religious life.

Ignite Your Torch, Louisville, KY
Sisters Christine Marie,.Raphaelle Marie
and Postulant, Rebecca
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Sr. Elizabeth Ann

Mission Advancement
Director
dljcsisters@gmail.com

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX
79102
(806)679-4525

LOVE

Prayer Town
PO Box 64
Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064
(806)534-2312

Sr. Cecilia

Mission Advancement
Assistant
sisters@dljc.org

It is with exciting news that I write to you, our Partners in Mission. Thanks to
your help, we have watched our chapel receive a facelift. The exterior is ready for
many years of wear and tear now that the siding has been replaced (with pressed
cement siding), the stairs fixed, the entire building painted, new energy efficient
windows installed and a new metal roof put on. Wow!
This historic chapel is one of the first things people see upon entering Prayer
Town. It is displaying it's splendor now and all for the glory of the Lord.
The next step is to rennovate the inside. We are hoping to replace the carpet,
paint the interior, create a proper sacristy and to do something about the teeny tiny
restroom. If we are able, we'd also like to replace our brown metal folding chairs
with ones that will be friendlier to sitting for extended times.
The outside was completed through many small donations and a few large
ones. $5, $20, etc. may seem like such a small amount compared to the overall
cost needed to complete this wonderful project yet many $5 checks quickly become
$500 and even $5,000. Whatever you can give, whether through prayer or finances,
we are grateful to have you along with us in this special project. We will look
forward to the day when you perhaps can see the finished work in person.
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for Your Support!

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference
because it is your prayerful participation in this work of
evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission and
great commandment of the Lord.

Monetary Gifts:

Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time or
occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Cash
Check
Gift Cards

Use the calendar envelope we sent you
for 2016 or request one from us if you
didn’t receive it.

Online at Paypal, Ebay Giving Works or using a credit card on our secure site:

www.dljc.org
Electronic Fund Transfer

Send us a voided check and
authorize us to make a deduction
from your account.

Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax benefits,
avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of optimizing
your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information on making a direct transfer
of stock/securities.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person or in

memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will keep on
giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor you make the gift
will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you in this life and beyond. All
income from this fund will be used to support the formation, education, and other
needs of the Sisters who are being prepared to serve as well as those who already
serve directly in the mission field.

Disciples League for Evangelization:

Become a member of this
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you will
continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters and at the
same time receive significant estate tax savings. A votive Mass for the spread of
the Gospel is offered each month in our Chapel for evangelization and for you.
Please remember to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you
appropriately as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.
Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.

All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. BOX 64
PRAYER TOWN, TEXAS 79010-0064

DISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

www.dljc.org

For donations you may use the 2016
calendar envelopes we sent to you or
visit our website for on-line gifts
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Receiving
duplicates
Wishing to
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Please let us know, so that we
may update our mailing list.

To keep our cost down

Thank you for your help!

