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A Note From

Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Blessed Jubilee year of the Charismatic Renewal!
I pray that you had a beautiful and blessed Pentecost. It was so
glorious to watch on EWTN the Pentecost Vigil and Mass celebrated
by Pope Francis. I saw familiar faces from the Charismatic Renewal!
There was a multitude gathered representing many nations
worshiping the Lord together.
Personally, I was very challenged by Pope Francis’ homily on
Pentecost. Especially, the second part where the Holy Father speaks
about “a new heart”. He says “because forgiveness is gift to the
highest degree; it is the greatest love of all.” Forgiveness sets our
hearts free and enables us to start afresh.”
I had never thought that the greatest gift of love that I can
give to others is forgiveness. This made me pause and ponder in
my heart, where have I failed to forgive others. As a member of the
Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, our symbol is "Love" under the
cross. I am called to love as Jesus loved on the Cross. As I reflected,
I had to sincerely admit that I have failed to extend this greatest gift
of love to others. I have failed to forgive on many occasions. I have
held grudges, I have brooded over some offenses and failed to give
this greatest gift of love to others.
I invite you my brothers and sisters to join me to rise above our
failure to forgive. We have received this gift. Let us offer to others this
greatest gift of love in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us together
start afresh, embracing a new hope that this gift brings to our hearts
and to the whole world.
Come Holy Spirit, Come! Give us this grace to forgive. I want a
new heart!
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“Unity In
Difference”
2017 Pentecost Homily by Pope Francis

Today concludes the Easter season, the
fifty days that, from Jesus’ resurrection
to Pentecost, are marked in a particular
way by the presence of the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit is in fact the Easter
Gift par excellence. He is the Creator
Spirit, who constantly brings about
new things. Today’s readings show
us two of those new things. In the
first reading, the Spirit makes of the
disciples a new people; in the Gospel,
he creates in the disciples a new heart.
A new people. On the
day of Pentecost, the Spirit
came down from heaven, in
the form of “divided tongues,
as of fire… [that] rested on
each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy
Spirit, and began to speak
in other languages” (Acts
2:3-4). This is how the word of God
describes the working of the Spirit:
first he rests on each and then brings
all of them together in fellowship. To
each he gives a gift, and then gathers
them all into unity. In other words, the
same Spirit creates diversity and unity,
and in this way forms a new, diverse
and unified people: the universal
Church. First, in a way both creative
and unexpected, he generates diversity,
for in every age he causes new and
varied charisms to blossom. Then he
brings about unity: he joins together,
gathers and restores harmony: “By his
presence and his activity, the Spirit

draws into unity spirits that are distinct
and separate among themselves”
(Cyril Of Alexandria, Commentary
On The Gospel Of John, Xi, 11). He
does so in a way that effects true union,
according to God’s will, a union that is
not uniformity, but unity in difference.
For this to happen, we need to
avoid two recurrent temptations. The
first temptation seeks diversity without
unity. This happens when we want to
separate, when we take sides and form
parties, when we adopt rigid
and airtight positions, when
we become locked into our
own ideas and ways of doing
things, perhaps even thinking
that we are better than others,
or always in the right, when we
become so-called “guardians
of the truth”. When this
happens, we choose the part over the
whole, belonging to this or that group
before belonging to the Church. We
become avid supporters for one side,
rather than brothers and sisters in the
one Spirit. We become Christians
of the “right” or the “left”, before
being on the side of Jesus, unbending
guardians of the past or the avant-garde
of the future before being humble and
grateful children of the Church. The
result is diversity without unity. The
opposite temptation is that of seeking
unity without diversity. Here, unity
becomes uniformity, where everyone
has to do everything together and in
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the same way, always thinking alike.
Unity ends up being homogeneity and
no longer freedom. But, as Saint Paul
says, “where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom” (2 Cor 3:17).
So the prayer we make to the Holy
Spirit is for the grace to receive his
unity, a glance that, leaving personal
preferences aside, embraces and
loves his Church, our Church. It is to
accept responsibility for unity among
all, to wipe out the gossip that sows
the darnel of discord and the poison
of envy, since to be men and women
of the Church means being men and
women of communion. It is also to
ask for a heart that feels that the
Church is our Mother and
our home, an open and
welcoming home where
the manifold joy of the
Holy Spirit is shared.
Now we come to the
second new thing brought
by the Spirit: a new heart.
When the risen Jesus first
appears to his disciples, he says to
them: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them” (Jn 20:22-23). Jesus does not
condemn them for having denied and
abandoned him during his passion,
but instead grants them the spirit of
forgiveness. The Spirit is the first gift
of the risen Lord, and is given above
all for the forgiveness of sins. Here we
see the beginning of the Church, the
glue that holds us together, the cement
that binds the bricks of the house:
forgiveness.
Because forgiveness
is gift to the highest degree; it is the
greatest love of all. It preserves unity
despite everything, prevents collapse,
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and consolidates and strengthens.
Forgiveness sets our hearts free and
enables us to start afresh. Forgiveness
gives hope; without forgiveness, the
Church is not built up.
The spirit of forgiveness resolves
everything in harmony, and leads us
to reject every other way: the way of
hasty judgement, the cul-de-sac of
closing every door, the one-way street
criticizing others. Instead, the Spirit
bids us take the two-way street of
forgiveness received and forgiveness
given, of divine mercy that becomes
love of neighbour, of charity as “the
sole criterion by which everything
must be done or not done,
changed or not changed”
(Isaac of Stella, Or. 31).
Let us ask for the grace
to make more beautiful
the countenance of our
Mother the Church,
letting
ourselves
be
renewed by forgiveness
and self-correction. Only then
will we be able to correct others in
charity.
The Holy Spirit is the fire of
love burning in the Church and in our
hearts, even though we often cover
him with the ash of our sins. Let us
ask him: “Spirit of God, Lord, who
dwell in my heart and in the heart of
the Church, guiding and shaping her
in diversity, come! Like water, we
need you to live. Come down upon us
anew, teach us unity, renew our hearts
and teach us to love as you love us, to
forgive as you forgive us. Amen”.
© Copyright – Libreria Editrice Vaticana

OVER 120 YEARS
OF CONTINUAL WORK
By Jim Murphy
The other day, I learned that the current
Basilica of St. Peter's took over 120
years of continual work (1506-1626)
to build! But the initial plan came
from Pope Nicholas V in the mid
1400's!!! The construction itself saw
the coming and going of 18 popes and
12 major architects!
Stunned
by
this
information, I sat outside the
basilica and just looked at
every block, every stone
that had been put in place,
realizing that generations
of laborers and artists
were born, worked, and
died without ever seeing
the full conclusion of their
life-long efforts.
I think it is easy in our "instant"
world to lose sight of the big picture.
We want things done, and we want
them done now! We want to see
people change, and we want them to
change now! We want to move ahead
in some area of our life, and we want
that now!
Maybe it has not been given to us
by God to be always in charge of when
things happen. If something is worth
doing, then it's worth doing. If it takes
longer than we planned...it's still worth
doing. If I can't get the satisfaction of
seeing it completed....it's still worth
doing.

Moses saw, but never actually
got to the Promised Land. Does that
mean he failed? Does that make his
life in vain? Of course not! Think
of all those who benefitted from his
labors, his sacrifice.
We will never see the "fullness
of the destiny" of our children or
grandchildren. We labor for
them...and then we surrender
them to God, because we
will not remain forever
with them on this earth.
Just because you can not
have the satisfaction of
seeing everything fulfilled
doesn't make your current
work any less vital.
The same with your work,
or building up your community or
nation. The same with whatever
ministry God has given you to do.
Others have labored before us.
Others will labor after us to eventually
fulfill all that God has in mind for
humanity.
It is for us today to work with
humility and faithfulness at the tasks
God has given us; here and now...in
order to make the world a better place,
and bring forth the Kingdom of God.
Let's get to work!
Vera Cruz Communications Sept. 5, 2016
jim@veracruzcm.com via ls2.afolists.org
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YEAR OF JUBILEE 2017
Document issued by the 5-Year Committee of the National Leadership Groups
of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the U.S.

An Invitation
Saint John Paul II wrote of the Great
Jubilee of the Year 2000: “Every
Jubilee year is like an invitation to a
wedding feast.” He continued, “The
term jubilee speaks of joy; not just
an inner joy but a jubilation which
is manifested outwardly.” The Great
Jubilee was a time to celebrate the
coming into human
flesh of our God in
the person of Jesus
of Nazareth, a time to
celebrate our salvation
and invite “everyone to rejoice.”
The upcoming 50th Anniversary
of the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit amongst college students and
professors on the Duquesne Weekend
in February 1967 at The Ark and The
Dove Retreat House near Pittsburgh is
an invitation to such a wedding feast
and an invitation to rejoice.
It may well be, as Pope Francis
has said of the Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy, an “extraordinary time of
grace,” a “year of the Lord’s favor.”
Part I: Jubilee
The Great Jubilee of the Year
2000, the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy as well as the Charismatic
Renewal’s First Jubilee have their
origins in the Israelite custom of
jubilees, in Jesus’ self-appropriation
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of the jubilee themes to himself, and
in the Church’s rediscovery of jubilee
holy years beginning with Pope
Boniface VIII.
The key Biblical texts are from
Leviticus 25, Isaiah 61 and Luke 4.
As one author put it: The core jubilee
teachings may be summed up in this
way:
You shall let the land lie fallow,
that is, you shall practice
Sabbath;
You shall forgive
debts,
letting
forgiveness in;
You shall free
captives
and
proclaim liberty;
You shall find out what belongs
to whom and give it back;
You shall hold a great feast,
learning to sing the canticle of
“Jubilate.”
Fast-forwarding
from
the
Biblical texts to the origins of the
Catholic practice of holy year/jubilee,
we find that “the very first holy year
in 1300, called by Pope Boniface
VIII, is connected to [the] devotional
penitential movement present in the
Church at that time.” Almsgiving,
doing works of mercy, and making
pilgrimages were aspects of this
movement. Men and women came
to Rome motivated by a desire for
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freedom from the guilt of their sins.
The Pope granted a special
indulgence to the pilgrims. It was,
however, not until 1350 and the next
holy year called by Pope Clement VI
that the “jubilee year was specifically
linked to the Jewish practice of the
jubilee in ancient Israel.” “Over time
the jubilee year came to be understood
as a Christian version of the themes of
release, forgiveness, and reconciliation
of the Jewish jubilee.”
When our Lord stood in the
Synagogue in Nazareth and quoted
Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me” and ended with “This
text is being fulfilled today”
he brought together in his
person the emphases of
social justice and personal
and communal conversion
and forgiveness contained
in the Old Testament texts.
“He personifies the Jubilee,”
as one author put it. Authentic
jubilee spirituality cannot be found
apart from the person of Jesus Christ.
Nor can it be found apart from
life in the Spirit begun in Baptism
and renewed in “baptism in the Holy
Spirit.” Saint Pope John Paul II wrote
that if we are “docile to the action of
the Holy Spirit” a “new springtime
of Christian life…will be revealed….
What was accomplished by the power
of the Holy Spirit ‘in the fullness of
time’ can only through the Spirit’s
power now emerge from the memory
of the Church.” It is in this sense of
something emerging that has been
locked in the “memory of the Church”
that we can best understand the
renewed experience of and interest
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in “baptism in the Holy Spirit” in our
day.
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit
we celebrate this coming year is “a
life-transforming experience of the
love of God the Father poured into
one’s heart by the Holy Spirit, received
through a surrender to the lordship of
Jesus Christ.” (ICCRS, Baptism in the
Holy Spirit, p13). “Through baptism
in the Spirit the experience of the first
Pentecost has been made present anew
in our time.” (ibid) This recovery of
Pentecost is an experience of jubilee:
of freedom from the bondage of
sins into the marvelous light
of being sons and daughters
of a loving Father; of
empowerment to live in
the power of the Spirit and
in turn to proclaim Jesus
to others, “to show mercy”
(Pope Francis) by our lives
and actions.
Part II: A Short History
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal
dates itself from February 18, 1967.
It was on that day when a number
of Duquesne University students
experienced baptism in the Holy
Spirit during a weekend Retreat at
The Ark and The Dove Retreat Center
near Pittsburgh. Very quickly after
that, through contacts of friends and
campus ministers, this experience of
baptism in the Spirit spread to Notre
Dame University, and East Lansing
and Ann Arbor, Michigan. In a series
of prayer meetings and hastily put
together Conferences, the experience
was shared across the United States
in hundreds of locations by the
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end of 1967. In one Conference, a
prophecy was given that baptism in
the Spirit would go across the nation
like lightning from coast to coast and certainly in that year that is what
seemed to happen.
International Movement
Still without structure, the current
of grace, which is the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit in the experience of
baptism in the Spirit, was experienced
in other countries. The first sharing
was
by
American
missionaries working in
foreign countries, and then
by the natural back-andforth among immigrant
people. In the late 1960's,
Puerto Rico and Colombia
already had “charismatic
retreats” to assist people
in experiencing baptism in
the Spirit. From those two
centers, this current of grace
washed all of Latin America - Mexico,
Central America, South America and
Brazil, and the Caribbean. Today there
are millions of people there who have
experienced baptism in the Spirit.
Not long after, again beginning
with American missionaries, the
current of grace reached the shores of
Africa; and the Catholic countries of
Asia and the Philippines; and Europe.
Then, because of the migrations
of people to and from America,
immigrants from these countries
brought their charismatic experience
back to America from where it
originated, and it has become a major
part of immigrant church life in the
United States.
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Two Ways
In the 1970's, the Renewal grew
fast and wide. Thousands of people
attended large conferences across
the country. Soon it became apparent
that there were two major ways of
“being charismatic” in the Catholic
Church. One way was by belonging
to a covenant community - a group of
people led by the Lord to “covenant”
their lives together. The other way
was to belong to a prayer group who
gathered usually on a weekly basis
to praise the Lord, and
grow in their life in the
Spirit through exercising
various
charisms.
These two models have
developed over fifty
years into varied Renewal
experiences.
Structures
The fast growth of the
experience necessitated
organization. In the 1970’s in the
United States: recognized leaders in
the fledgling Renewal formed the
National Service Committee to provide
service, leadership and vision. Then an
Ad Hoc Committee of Bishops urged
every Diocesan Bishop to appoint a
liaison - someone who would relate the
Bishop to the Renewal in his Diocese.
The newly appointed liaisons formed
an Association of Diocesan Liaisons,
which seeks to gather the liaisons on
a yearly basis to provide them with
theological and pastoral foundations
for charismatic life.
As the various immigrant groups
in the United States grew in charismatic
experience, they also sought to
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organize on a national level. In 1990,
Hispanics and Haitians both organized
their own national committees. The
Filipinos here also organized an
Alliance. The Koreans here have
sought to organize nationally. Other
ethnic groups - including Indians,
Portuguese-speakers,
Vietnamese,
Indonesians and West Indians - have
all organized for the purpose of
pastoring the charismatic experience.
In Latin America, leaders organized
CONCCLAT - a Committee for the
Renewal in all the Latin American
countries. More recently, the Hispanic
Renewal has become a member.
Aware that the experience of
baptism in the Spirit was
growing throughout the
entire Church, efforts
were made in the
‘70s to network on an
international basis. With
the assistance of Cardinal
Leon Suenens of Belgium,
twelve leaders of the Renewal met
with Pope Paul VI in 1974. This led
to a charismatic gathering in Rome
in 1975 and a celebration in St.
Peter’s Basilica where Pope Paul VI
called the Charismatic Renewal a
“chance for the Church”. By 1978, an
international office for the Renewal
was set up in Brussels (through the
patronage of Cardinal Suenens) which
later moved to Rome and renamed the
International Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Services (ICCRS).
Those involved in the experience
of covenant communities have also
organized on an international level.
Some of the communities have
international branches. Urged by the

July/August 2017

Pontifical Council for the Laity, many
of these communities now belong to
the Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic
Covenant
Communities
and
Fellowships. In 2015, at the urging of
Pope Francis, ICCRS and the Catholic
Fraternity combined their offices in
Rome, to strengthen their “one single
Service to the worldwide Charismatic
Renewal, which represents the single
current of grace, without losing each
one’s own characteristics.” (Pope
Francis)
Ecumenism
The current of grace does not exist
only in the Catholic Church. The
Lord has been very generous
with the gift of the Spirit.
Pentecostal churches
began to arise in the
United States since
1900 after the Topeka,
Kansas
experience,
followed by the Azusa Street
outpouring in 1906. In the 1960's,
some “mainline Protestant churches”
began to experience a “charismatic
renewal” - especially Episcopalians
and Lutherans. More recently, a
number of “non-denominational
churches” have also had an outpouring
of baptism in the Spirit. Thus, in the
Christian world, there is a natural
alliance among these four groups classical Pentecostals; charismatic
denominational Christians; nondenominational charismatics; and
Catholic charismatics.
This has led to many actions and
prayer for unity. Many of the covenant
communities are ecumenical. Many
ecumenical
charismatic
prayer
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services have been held.
In the mid ‘70s, leaders in the
four “streams” formed an ecumenical
committee and convened a 50,000
participant Ecumenical Conference
in Kansas City in 1977. Later the
Committee was re-configured as the
North American Renewal Services
Committee (NARSC). This Committee
sought to gather participants from
all four “streams'' noted above. It
succeeded in organizing several
national ecumenical Conferences: a
Leaders Conference in 1986 in New
Orleans and then a General Conference
in 1987 also in New Orleans. NARSC
later held conferences in 1990 in
Orlando; in 1995 in Indianapolis; and
in 2000 in St. Louis. Similar efforts
have occurred internationally.
Charismatic Expressions
In addition to the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal and the
ecumenical covenant communities,
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many other Catholics experience
and promote baptism in the Spirit
and the all that springs from it: the
centrality of the Lordship of Jesus;
the importance of Scripture for
living; the use of charisms in ministry
and evangelization; and communal
Spirit-filled prayer. These groups and
individuals also relate to this fifty-year
experience of the outpouring of the
Spirit in the Catholic Church. There
are ministries and renewal movements
in many places. Just to mention a
few: Christian Healing Ministries,
Life-Teen, Franciscan University of
Steubenville ministries, Escuela Juan
Pablo II, Escuela Andrés, el Sembrador,
and National Evangelization Teams
(NET).
(For more on the Renewal’s history see,
among others, Celebrating a Charismatic
Jubilee by Fr. Bob Hogan, BBD).
www.nsc-chariscenter.org/statement-onyear-of-jubilee-2017/

Congratulations
Sister Elizabeth Ann!
On June 26, 2017 Sr.
Elizabeth Ann graduated from
the School of Spiritual Direction
in Clearwater, FL. During her
time there she learned about the
Ignatian Rules of Discernment,
living
Christian
Virtures,
Christology, and elements of
Spiritual Direction.
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Sister Damiana 's 25th Anniversary
July 8, we celebrated Sister Damiana Tamez's 25th anniversary of vows at
St. Joseph's parish in Amarillo. Her mother, Yolanda Tamez and her mother's
friend Lourdes came from Monterrey, Mexico to grace the event. Mass
celebrant was Bishop Patrick Zurek. Fr. Hector Madrigal, pastor
of St. Joseph concelebrated.
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News

DLJC
1

2

4
3

5

May

1. 12-14, Pre-Confirmation Retreat
at St. Anne's Parish, Santa Fe,
NM led by Sisters Mary Thomas,
Marguerite Marie and Raphaelle
Marie.
2. 13, Quinceañera Retreat at Sts.
Peter & Paul Parish in Dumas,
TX for teenage girls preparing to
celebrate their 15th birthday. Sr.
Damiana gave the retreat
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3. 21, Vocation promotion at NET
Ministries, St. Paul, MN. Sisters
Christine Marie and Catherine
were a religious presence
4. 21, A time of praise and worship
and sharing testimonies at Our
Lady of Vietnam, Amarillo, TX
led by Sisters Lucy, Mary Gianna,
Marguerite Marie, Michael Marie,
Anna Sophia and Raphaelle Marie
5. 26-28, "Come and See", Prayer
Town, TX

6

7
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10

June

6. 2-3, Life in the Spirit Seminar at
Christ the King Retreat Center
in San Angelo, TX led by Sisters
Joan and Angela
7. 8-11, Acts Retreat team members,
Mother Juana Teresa and Sr.
Philip, at De Falco Retreat Center,
Amarillo, TX
8. 12-17,
Vocation
promotion,
Sisters Angela and Marguerite
Marie were a religious presence at

Catholic Youth Summer Camp in
Centerburg, OH
9. 23-25, Vocations booth at
Steubenville Lone Star, Dallas,
TX − Sisters Mary Gianna and
Raphaelle Marie
10. 23-25 Vocations
booth
at
Steubenville Rockies, Denver, CO
− Sisters Mary Thomas and Grace
Maria; Sr. Stella Maris came with
students from Santa Maria de la
Paz, Santa Fe, NM

13

Sr.Elizabeth Ann

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX
79102
(806) 679-4525

Mission Advancement Director
dljcsisters@gmail.com

LOVE

Prayer Town
PO Box 64
Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064
(806) 534-2312

Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement Assistant
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Dear Fellow Disciples in Christ,
It is with jubilation that I announce the launching of a brand new
website. When you visit www.dljc.org, you will notice a fresh look,
new menus and easier ways to communicate with us. You will find the
testimonies of our sisters, an explanation of our habit (by clicking on the
various parts), a glimpse in photos of our daily schedule, our history and
much more.
I would like to explain the new "contact us" button that you will see.
Through drop down menus you now have options about who you would
like to contact. Whether you would like to request a ministry, submit a
prayer request, visit Prayer Town, etc. your request now goes directly to the
appropriate person.
Another exciting announcement we have is that our renovation of St.
Anthony's Chapel is complete. It is from the bottom of our hearts that we
thank you for helping us to make it a reality. It was a larger-than-expected
undertaking but one that gives much glory to the Lord.
The Lord is in the newness business! Through this website and the
renovation and restoration of our large chapel we are basking in that reality.
It is my prayer for each of you that you, too, are able to see the ways the
Lord is renewing you.
With gratitude for your continued generous support,
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Thank You

for Your Support!

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission and
great commandment of the Lord.

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time or
occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft s Cash s Check s Gift Cards s Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Stocks & Securities:

By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund:

Make a gift in honor of a living person
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor you
make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you in this
life and beyond.

Disciples League for Evangelization:

Become a member of this
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters and
at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember to
inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately as
well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.
Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.

All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. BOX 64
PRAYER TOWN, TEXAS 79010-0064

DISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

www.dljc.org

For donations you may use the 2017
calendar envelopes we sent to you or
visit our website for on-line gifts

All rights reserved
Do not reprint without permission

Tel: (806) 534-2312
Fax: (806) 534-2223
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To keep our cost down

Thank you for your help!

